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T has become a truism to say that 
intelligent Roman Catholics in the 
United ‘States are not satisfied with the 
‘* faith of their fathers ’’—the childish 
fables and debasing superstitions of Ro- 
manism that were imposed upon their 
ancestors by cunning Italian priests, the 
successors of the pagan priests. All 
who come in contact with Roman Cath- 
olics of the better class perceive this. 
Observation and experience show that 
the twenty million souls that have been 
lost to Rome in this country have addi- 
tions made to the number every day. 
Christians meet them in business and 
social life, and when the subject of re- 
lizion is introduced they unhesitatingly 
declare that they do not believe the dis- 
tinctive doctrines of the Roman Church. 
They do not believe in the infallibility 
of the Pope, who, they will assert, is 
more of a diplomat and politician than 
a spiritual teacher. They do not be- 
lieve in the power of priests to forgive 
sins, and consequently do not confess 
their sins to them. They are logical in 
this, for they know that many of the 
priests are greater sinners than them- 
selves. ‘‘ Physician, heal thyself,’’ they 
say to those priests. They do not be- 
lieve in the necessity or efficacy of pray- 
ing to dead people whom the Popes 
hav: dubbed ‘‘ saiuts’’ after vast sums 


of money have been paid for their can- 
onization. Fancy one of those intelli 
gent and refined Catholics who frequent 
good society kneeling before a picture 
or statue and beseeching Saints Patrick, 
Bridget or Mary to be gracious unto 
them and obtain heavenly blessings for 
their souls. They do not believe, as 
their fathers did, any more than the 
Protestant Christians of the present day 
believe in the rites and ceremonies 
which their ancestors practiced in Eng 
land, Germany and other countries 
when they acknowledged the suprem- 
acy of the Roman Church and prayed 
to the same “‘ saints’’ before whom the 
modern devotees of Rome bend the knee. 





Give Them the Gospel. 

What can be done for the Roman 
Catholics in our day and generation who 
are not satisfied with their faith and who 
are in danger of losing all faith in relig- 
ion? The educated classes in the Roman 
Catholics countries of Europe have lost 
faith. Weare a young nation here and 
comparatively few of those European 
infidels have come tous. But we will 
raise our own crop in the children of the 
superstitious Roman Catholics whose 
hearts the false religion cannot satisfy. 
Give them the Bible and tell them 
of Christ and they shall be saved. 








322 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 








Jesuits in Control. 


The Jesuits, or ultramontane party, 
as they are sometimes called, are now in 
control of the affairs of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church in this country. Satolli 
had thrown dust in the eyes of the Am- 
erican people, and as he sailed for Rome 
October 17 he laughedin his sleeve. The 
issue is now clear. Henceforth ‘‘ war 
on Rome’’ will not be opposition to the 
people, who are so grossly deceived, but 
war on the unscrupulous, wicked Jesuits. 
The ‘‘liberal’’ party in the Roman 
Church—what remains of it—will join in 
such a war, and the intelligent Catholics 
when enlightened by Gospel truth will 
be the foremost to denounce Jesuitism. 





Liberal Catholics Defeated. 


Roman Catholic papers, though muz- 
zled, sometimes give utterance to the 
truth. The Milwaukee Catholic Citizen 
of October 24, 1896, says: 


The ‘‘liberal’”’ or advanced element of the Am- 
erican hierarchy, led by Archbishop Ireland, 
Cardinal Gibbons and Bishop Keane, are in the 
minority, and have been steadily losing ground 
since Mgr. Satolli’s advent The removal of Bish- 
op Keane simply marks the end of the tug of war. 
The liberal team has been pulled ove: the line. 
This may not bea palatable statement of facts; 
but it is close to the truth and without prejudice. 


We give the facts regarding Bishop 
Keane’s removal in full on page 334. 





The Pope’s “ Bull. 

We publish in full the Pope’s Ency- 
clical declaring Anglican Orders invalid. 
It is the first infallible document is- 
sued by Pope Leo XIII. As such it is 
worth preserving. Comment on it will 
follow in future issues. 


A Converted Catholic Lawyer. 


The article by ‘‘A Converted Catholic 
Lawyer’’will be read with interest, as 
will the conclusion of Rev. Mr. Pach- 
ayan’s story of his conversion. Mr. 
Pachayan continues to make good 
progress in the study of the Bible and the 
English language at Christ's Mission. 


CONVERTS FROM ROME. 
HERE is hope for Ireland when we 
read the following good news. 
The Irish Church Missions to Roman 
Catholics is doing a noble work. The 
Dublin Dazly Express said : 
RECEPTION OF THIRTY CONVERTS. 

At the morning service on Sunday, 
July 19, in the Mission Church, Town- 
send street, Dublin, over thirty converts 
—men and women—were received into 
communion with the Church of Ireland. 
The converts individually, in the pres- 
ence of a crowded congregation, first 
made a declaration that they fully un- 
derstood the nature of the act they were 
about to perform, and then formally re- 
nounced their adherence to the Church 
of Rome. Rev. P. B. Johnson then ad- 
mitted the converts to the Protestant 
communion, and the Archbishop of 
Dublin preached the sermon, his text 
being Romans vi. 22—‘‘Being made free 
from sin, and become servants of God.’’ 
At the close of the sermon he said : 

We have just been witnessing some 
of the many fruits that have followed 
from the evangelistic efforts of the I. C. 
M., a society whose object it is to ap- 
proach the members of the Church ot 
Rome in this country, and to try by 
honest argument and loving expostula- 
tions to win them over to the truth—in 
other words, to bring them nearer that 
conception of truth and greater spiritual 
privileges which, as we believe, is offer- 
ed within our own ancient Catholic, 
Apostolic and Evangelical Church of 
Ireland. Because this society is termed 
a Society of Missions to Roman Catho- 
lics it has been described as classifying 
Roman Catholics with heathen and in- 
fidels; but, surely, those who bring this 
charge have forgotten that the idea of a 
mission need not involve such a mean- 
ing. We have missions having in view 
the spiritual advantage of our own peo- 
ple. Wehave, for instance, our Mission 
to Seamen and our missions for deepen- 
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ing the spiritval life of all. When, because such I believe is the missicn of 


therefore, we speak of missions to Ro- 
man Catholics we simply mean we have 
a very solemn message to convey to 
them. 

We don’t deny that their Church 
contains among her dogmas a large pro- 
portion of the same truth that we hold, 
even though it be so overlaid by error 
as to be well-nigh hidden from view; we 
readily admit that in that Church there 
are many holy men and women at whose 
feet we might well sit and learn lessons 
of self sacrifice and zeal, even though we 
at the same time maintain that it is, in 
spite of the distinctive doctrines of their 
creed, and not because of them, that 
such a standard has been reached. But 
while admitting this, and while our 
hearts are drawn towards our fellow 
countrymen just because of what is held 
in common between us, and just because 
of the threefold Name into which we 
have been baptized, yet we should not 
be honest were we not to tell them of the 
great peril to which, by the dangerous 
innovations of their Church, they are 
exposed, and of the many glorious 
privileges from which, as we believe, 
they are shut out. To expostulate thus 
and to try to win them to our side is, I 
know, stigmatized by some as prosely- 
tism, but here, indeed, there lurks a 
specious fallacy. For what is prosely- 
him ? 

Does it mean to try and convert 
men by unworthy means, by bribery, or 
by compulsion, or to do so merely for 
the purpose of swelling the ranks of our 
communion? If so, it deserves the 
stigma that some have attached to the 
word. But does it mean no more than 
an honest attempt by honest persuasion, 
and in a loving spirit, to reach the 
minds and hearts of those we believe to 
be in error and to gain them over to 
what we believe to be thetruth? Then 
proselytism such asthis was the mission 
of our Lord and Saviour Himself. It is 


the society repres« nted to-day that I oc- 
cupy this pulpit ; and because I see in 
the good confession made by those who 
have just declared their adhesion to our 
Church—the outcome of such a mission 
—that I thank God for so manifest a 
token, and it is only one amongst many 
of what God has led this society to bring 
about. 

I know well that this confession 
of faith made here to-day has not been 
undertaken lightly, for from amongst 
the many who were ready to make this 
profession only those have been selected 
upon whose understanding of what they 
were about to declare, and upon whose 
sincere resolve to abide by their decision 
entire dependence could be placed. I 
know well similar care has been taken 
in regard to all who, during the last 
three years—about one hundred in all— 
have made this same public avowal of 
their faith; and, knowing all this, I 
thank God and take courage. May 
God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost give you, my dear 
friends, who have made this confession, 
the strength that you need in order to 
abide in the truth and be faithful unto 
the end.”’ 

Holy communion was afterwards par- 
taken of by the converts and by abcut 
150 others, many of them converts who 
had been’ received on former occasions. 

——-, WIs., July 30, 1896. 

DEAR Si1r:—I enjoy very much read- 
ing THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, and 
feel that it has been a blessing to myself 
and others to whom it has been handed. 

My brother’s wife is a Roman Catho- 
lic. She reads the magazine, and has 
received from it such enlightenment as 
to create a dissatisfaction with the Ca- 
tholic Church. We are looking for- 
ward to the time when she will be con- 
verted. 


Yours in Jesus, L. N. 
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EVANGELISTIC MEETINGS. 
vq R. MOODY will begin a series of 
aye Gospe! meetings at Cooper Un- 
ion, New York, Nov. g, at 11a. m., to be 

continued at the same place in the after- 

noons, and in various churches in the 
evenings. The coming of the great 
evangelist to New York for these meet- 
ings was discussed at the meeting of the 

New York Presbytery, October s, when 
the Rev. Dr. John R. Davies, the suc- 
cessor of the well-beloved Dr. Howard 
Crosby, in the Fourth Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, said the obstacles in the 
way of mission work were at present 
greater than ever before, and money 
was needed to keep up the work more 
than it had ever been. The condition 
of affairs showed that the Church was 
in need of a great spiritual revival 
among both clergy and laity. This 
need would be met, it was earnestly 
hoped, by the undenominational move- 
ment to be led by Mr. Moody. ‘‘ Some 
people,’’ continued Dr. Davies, ‘‘ may 
sneer at Northfield and Moody, but I 
confess here and now that all the gold 
in the world laid at my feet would not 
induce me to give up the spiritual riches 
I have received from Moody. George 
A. Smith, one of the foremost scholars 
in England, told a minister in this city 
that Mr. Moody, of all the evangelists, 
was the one who was most loved and 
honored in England. He is coming to 
this city to give it what it is yearning for 
—spiritual uplifting and refreshment.’’ 

We hope our readers who can attend 
these meetings will earnestly and lovingly 
invite their Roman Catholic friends to 
come to these services. The Paulist 

Fathers make a great noise about their 
‘* Missions to Protestants '’—which are 
simply the usual missions or revivals 
which they and the other religious or- 

ders have been always holding in the 

Roman Catholic churches for the 

‘“Twenty Millions Lost Catholics’’— 

and they urge the Catholics who attend 


these missions to bring their Protestant 
friends with them. Mary and Bridget 
are told to plead with their mistresses 
and the young ladies of the family to 
come and hear Father Elliott or Father 
Doyle, who are such ‘‘ nice men’’ that 
they do not call their ‘‘ separated breth- 
ren’’ Protestants but ‘‘ non-Catho- 
lics.’’ The domestics are sharp enough 
to know that this is what they call 
‘* taffy,’’ but they often succeed in tak- 
ing their masters and mistresses with 
them to hear the ‘‘ holy fathers.’’ 

Now those good Protestant ladies 
should invite their Catholic friends to at- 
tend the meetings during this evangel- 
istic campaign, if only on the principle 
that ‘‘one good turn deserves another.’’ 
But there is a higher principle—that of 
the salvation of souls. The preaching 
of the Paulists and Jesuits is not straight- 
forward but misleading, turning men 
and women from the Bible to traditions 
and superstitions, from Christ to the 
Virgin Mary and the Pope. But the 
preaching of Mr. Moody and all evan- 
gelical ministers present Christ as 
the Lamb of God that taketh away. 
the sin of the world, the Son of God 
who came to save the people from their 
sins, and who will save all who come to 
Him—all who believe in His name. 
When the Roman Catholics hear this a 
new light enters their souls. They 
should have the opportunity of learning 
what the Lord our God has done for 
them. Their priests never tell them, for 
the priests themselves do not know the 
simplicity and power of the Gospel of 
Christ. If Catholics be invited to the 
evangelistic meetings this season and 
earnestly entreated to attend them-- 
their Protestant friends accompanying 
them—many of them will learn that 
Christ is indeed their Saviour. In the 
work of Christ’s Mission some Roman 
Catholics are converted every week 
when they hear the good news of salva- 
tion through Christ alone. 
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CONVERSION OF A PERUVIAN PRIEST. 





HE letters which we published last 
month from the missionary in 
Peru in reference to the conversion of a 
young priest in that country intimated 
that there would be serious trouble for 
the missionaries when the fact of the 
priest’s conversion became known. 
‘*The excitement is tremendous,’’ said 
our correspondent, whose last letter was 
dated August 6, ‘‘ and we are expecting 
every day to be attacked or expelled.’’ 

No further information has reached 
us regarding the missionary or the 
priest, but we expect the latter at 
Christ’s Mission if he can get away 
safely. The accounts of his conver- 
sion, or rather his search for light and 
longing for the truth and _ his efforts to: 
leave the Roman Church, are told in his 
letters to the missionary, written from 
the convent and translated by the mis- 
sionary as follows : 

THE PRIEST’S LETTERS TO THE MIS- 
SIONARY. 
I, 
JULY 17, 1896. 

BELOVED Sr1r:—After having waited 
some days for a reply to my letter of 
the 12th inst. [this letter was not re- 
ceived] I take the liberty of writing you 
again in case you have not received that 
letter. 

My object is none other than to mani- 
fest the desire that I have of belonging 
to the Reformed Church. I have read 
all concerning Protestanism that I could 
find, and it has undeceived me, seeing 
clearly that what the Catholics have 
said against it is false. Therefore I beg 
of you earnestly to receive me into your 
church. 

I have always looked on the Protest- 
ants as enemies of God, and when they 
were mentioned I seemed to hear the 
name of Satan. But nowI believe firm- 
ly that they have the truth, for they 
look upon the things of God with more 


faith than do the Catholics. Even 
Pope Leo XIII. is compelled to say in 
his letter to the English people: ‘‘ We 
cannot omit to mention in an especial 
manner the strict public observance of 
the Sabbath and the general spirit of 
respect towards the sacred Scriptures ’’ 
manifested by the Protestants. 

Now very few Catholics read the 
Bible, and when they do, they read it 
with a spirit partial to the Roman 
Chnrch and shut their eyes to the light 
of truth. I frankly declare that I have 
become so convinced of the truth of the 
Reformed Church by reading carefully 
the Holy Bible that conscientiously I 
am obliged to take this step. 

Much I would have to say to put you 
in the position of seeing clearly the 
many and powerful motives that have 
influenced me to leave the Catholic 
Church, and I will declare them all by 
means of the press byand by. But now 
I beg of you to preserve silence regard- 
ing this revelation, for you know very 
well what my brethren in the convent 
and Roman fanaticism are capable of, 
I would come to see you, but it is utter- 
ly impossible, seeing that we always go 
out two by two, and for this reason I 
beg you tosend here a person in your 
confidence and unknown in the convent 
to arrange this matter If you were to 
come to see me personally it would be 
dangerous for you and me. We should 
not risk discovery until all is arranged. 
I hope you will deign to hear my peti- 
tion, and believe that I speak from my 
heart in the presence of Jesus Christ. 





Letter II. 
CONVENT OF , July 19, 1896. 
My DEAR FRIEND:—I have received 
your letter of the 18th with much pleas- 
ure. Iam fully persuaded of all the 
Christian kindness that you manifest 
towards me. and thank you for it most 
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heartily. Asto my remaining in this 
town, it is absolutely impossible. I 
cannot go to Lima either, for I am well 
known there and they would heap in- 
sults upon me and persecute me after the 
manner of the Roman Catholic Church. 
I pray you to send me to New York or 
to Buenos Ayres. I do not wish to 
leave Peru to escape from the conse- 
quences of my action in leaving the Ro- 
man Church, but I wish to avoid the 
disgusting things I should certainly 
have to suffer. Please have all prepar- 
ed and I will advise you as to the day. 

If you could send me to Italy I would 
go with great joy, for it is my father- 
land, and I could work there with great 
profit, but I could not stay in Peru one 
minute after having taken this step 

Letters I can receive every night from 
6 to 7 o’clock, and at the same time you 
can communicate with me in the manner 
we have arranged. I have not been 
able to speak with the friend you sent to 
me for fear of being discovered, and if 
this should become known you may be 
sure they will put me in the convent 
prison at once, and then afterwards they 
would send me tosome other place where 
I could not communicate with you. 

When once I have left the convent I 
will give you a manifesto that you can 
publish in which I shall openly declare 
myself a Protestant. I wish to know 
what I shall have to do when I leave 
the convent. 

Believe me, it gives me great joy in 
communicating with you, for from you 
I shall learn the truth and receive peace 
of conscience. 

My dear friend, I cannot manifest in 
words the comfort I have received since 
I have known the truth. I ask you to 
pray for me to our Lord Jesus Christ 
that He will make me faithful in His 
holy doctrine and zealous in the pursuit 
of divine truth. 

I am your brother and friend in Jesus 
Christ. —_- —. 


Letter III. 

[CONVENT OF ——, July 21, 1896. 

My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER IN 
THE LORD :—I have received your let- 
ter of yesterday and have read it with 
joy unspeakable. I am once more per- 
suaded of the love which animates you, 
and give thanks to our Lord Jesus 
Christ for having found a person who 
strengthens me in my new faith and 
teaches me the true way of life. Dear 
friend, I abandon myself entirely into 
your hands, for I know your heart is fill- 
ed with love and your mind with truth. 
‘* God is love, and he that hath love is 
with God, and God is with him.’’ A 
greater act of love than that which you 
are doing for me, who am an entire 
stranger to you, could not be found. 
One does not find such love in the Ro- 
man Church. Since I have been in 
communication with you I have peace 
within, and I feel strong to work with 
energy for our good cause, which is 
that of God. With such motives I shall 
run all risks and face all dangers to 
which I may be exposed, and afterwards 
fight the battles of the Lord with all 
my energy. Perhaps it is my over-en- 
thusiasm that makes me speak like this, 
but what shall I not do in return for 
the goodness of God to me? 

Let us see how we can arrange for 
me to leave the convent. At once I ac- 
cept joyfully all your suggestions and 
submit myself to follow the route you 
indicate in your letter. The only diffi- 
culty isto reach the coast. I do not 
know which route to follow. If the 
friend you sent to me knows the route 
through Paucarlambo to Bolivia we will 
go by that route, but if he does not 
know that way we shall be exposed to 
danger. However, I shall leave all to 
your judgment. 

Do not send me clothes to the con- 
vent, for I must come out dressed in my 
usual garb of a monk or priest, and 
wait in some intermediate part of the 
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journey until my hair grows a little, 
and then I could disguise myself and 
continue the journey safely and with- 
out fear. Only I ask you to have all 
prepared, and I will advise you of the 
day I can leave and the place where you 
can await me. 

This isa very delicate and dangerous 
undertaking, for you know the laws of 
Peru are very strict in religious observ- 
ance, and the bishop has full faculty to 
pursue me and take me by armed force. 
Therefore I beg of you to observe the 
strictest silence for the space of some 
fifteen days after I have left the convent. 

The company of the friend you send 
with me will be very welcome. I hope 
you will pardon me if for my sake you 
suffer some trouble, for our Saviour will 
know how to recompense you. The 
step that I take will produce a tremend- 
ous noise, but who knows how many 
will follow my example, and we shall 
gain souls for life eternal. It may be 
that yon also, dear friend, will suffer, 
but there is one consolation—the apos- 
tolic life always has these consequences 
and results of labor, and ‘‘ Blessed are 
they that are persecuted for righteous- 
ness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.”’ 

I shall also be the target for the cal- 
umnies and curses of my brethren, bnt 
‘*Blessed are ye when for my sake they 
curse you and persecute you, and speak 
lies against you.’’ This animates and 
strengthens us in Jesus Christ; and come 
what may, we will go forward. 

Now to answer your questions about 
myself: I was born in the year 1872 in 
the city of Castrovillari, Italy, in the 
kingdom of Naples. I studied the or- 
dinary subjects in the gymnasium of my 
native city, and pursued the course of 
study for the priesthood in the convent of 
St. Domingo in Lima, Peru, where I 
took the vows of the Order in 1889. I 
left Lima for this city in 1894, and have 
resided here since. 


The evangelical books that I have 
read have been few, but they were suffi- 
cient to show me the errors of my 
Church. I have read over and over 
again the tract, ‘‘ A Word to My 
Friends in the Catholic Church.’’ I had 
an Italian friend in Lima who made me 
read some very important Protestant 
perindicals,and principally ‘‘La Antigua 
Fe’’ (published by Mr. Bright), 

But what opened my eyes most was 
the Holy Bible, for in that Book I dis- 
covered what Christ and the apostles 
taught, and I compared it with what 
the Protestants teach and practice now, 
and I find no essential difference. But 
I see the changes the Popes have intro- 
duced into the Church, and “‘as it is 
necessary to obey God rather than 
man,’’ I wish to abandon the precepts 
of men and obey Christ. 

Iam your very affectionate brother 
in Christ, FriaR C—— § j 





Letter frcm the Missionary. 

Besides what was published last month 
we received another letter from our be- 
loved brother, the missionary in Peru, 
in which he says- ‘‘I have had several 
interviews with this monk in the convent 
garden at midnight, the only place and 
time when we could meet in safety, and 
I am greatly impressed by his knowledge 
of the truth, his earnestness and honesty 
of purpose. He is a great favorite in the 
Order, one of their brightest men, a 
preacher of no mean ability, a musician 
and an accomplished man in all respects. 

‘* It does seem so strange to talk with 
our friend late at night under the trees in 
the convent garden, and stranger still 
to hear one in the robes of the 
Order talking as he does of Rome, 
calling her the Apocalyptic Beast, etc. 

‘* Just how he will get away from here 
we cannot say yet. We have discussed 
all sorts of plans and are not yet fully 
decided. Owing to the excitement 
just now and the danger of being dis- 
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covered when we are so watched, it may 
be some time yet before we are able to 
go on with our plans. But who knows? 
God is on our side and is evidently help- 
ing us, for on two successive occasions 
we had fixed the hour for his escape, 
and both times had been disappointed 
at the last moment, and learned after- 
wards how exceedingly dangerous it 
would have been had it been attempted. 
We feel sure he would never have reach- 
ed the coast. He speaks only Spanish 
and Italian, and of course Latin. No 
doubt you will be able to talk with him. 
He wants to learn English and I don’t 
think he will find it very difficult. As 
he says, however, he has a large field 
before him already open by his knowl- 
edge of Spanish and Italian. 

‘‘ Again thanking you in anticipation 
and asking your prayers in our behalf, 
Iremain, Yours sincerely in Christ, 


oe ” 
rw 





Priests at Christ’s Mission. 

When priests desire to leave the Ro- 
man Catholic Church and apply for 
counsel and aid to the Pastor of Christ's 
Mission, the serious problem of their 
future must be considered. We can 
point the way to Christ who, when 
they learn to trust Him as their Saviour, 
will send the Holy Spirit to teach them, 
comfort them and strengthen them in 
the new way of life. But until they 
give Him their hearts they are in a sad 
condition. The werk of the Mission is 
to instruct them in the way of the Lord 
and patiently win them to the truth as 
it isin Jesus. All who have had expe- 
rience with priests, in or out of the 
Church of Rome, know that this work 
is most difficult. Those priests suffer 
the loss of all things when they re- 
nounce Romanism, and no missionary 
work requires more care and patience 
than to help them and minister to them 
in all things spiritual and temporal. We 
beseech our readers to pray earnestly 
for the work of Christ’s Mission. 


MISS CUSACK’S LETTERS. 
E publish herewith the letters of 
Miss Cusack, the Nun of Ken- 
mare, referred to in the article ‘‘Roman 
Catholic Partners of the Father of Lies’’ 
in the October CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 
in which she indignantly denies the 
story manufactured by the priests that 
she had returned to the Roman Church. 
Those Roman Catholic priests and edit- 
ors who circulated the malicious report 
in this country have not yet made the 
correction. Will they doso? If they 
do not, the Bible says all liars shall go 
to the bad place. They may think they 
can escape that awful doom and be let 
off with a term in purgatory, but we 
warn them it is ratker risky, especially 
for the editors, to trust too much in 
purgatory. The priests will not pray 
them out unless they are well paid for 
the job—cash in advance—and editors 
usually are not rich. They know what 
it means when the priests say, ‘‘ No 
pay, no pray,’’ and should be warned 
in time. Let them repent and apologize 
to Miss Cusack and publish the refuta- 
tion of the false story regarding her in 
their papers, and they may escape the 
wrath to come. 

The Tuam /era/d was the first Irish 
Roman Catholic paper that entered into 
partnership with the ‘‘ Father of Lies ”’ 
in this case. In its issue of September 
5, 1896, it said in an editorial note : 

‘THE NUN OF KENMARE. 

‘Weare pleased to hear upon the 
authority of a well-informed American 
correspondent that this misguided wo- 
man has at last repented of her recent 
ways oferror and wrong, and has re- 
joined, a truly penitent person, the Ca- 
tholic Church. Her eccentricities of 
late were hardly blameable considering 
her mental condition. Shecaused great 
scandal, but has made atonement and 
reparation in the only way open to her. 
Weare glad this sad chapter in a once 
noble and useful life is closed, and that 
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the rest of her days may be spent in 
quiet with God and man.”’ 

Miss Cusack’s letters, which appeared 
in the English Churchman, September 
24, 1896, and other English papers, are 
as follows : 

‘“May I ask you to publish this letter 
at your earliest convenience? Rome is 
more active than ever, and of course she 
gains a twofold object by the slander she 
has just published about me. As Iwas 
so well known by thousands of Roman- 
ists in all parts of the world, and held 
such important positions, having unusual 
authorizations even from the last and 
present Pope, the fact of my leaving the 
Church of Rome was a far greater blow 
to Romanists than any Protestant would 
suppose. Rome, no doubt, hopes that 
some few Protestants may believe the 
slander, and she is sure that it will be 
believed by thousands of Romanists, as 
probably arrangements were made all 
over the world, and above all in places 
where the contradiction will never be 
seen. Every day I am hearing of new 
plans for the subjugation of England to 
Rome. Surely, surely, there never was 
a time when the united action of Chris- 
tian people was more necessary, or when 
they should strengthen the hands of 
those who have left that apostate Church. 
I may add that I am now bringing outa 
second edition of my recently published 
work on the Jesuits, in which I have 
shown, from the works of their own pu- 
pils and students, how fatal their system 
of education is to all spiritual and intel- 
lectual advancement, and the manner 
in which they teach deceit and prac- 
tice it. Out of their own mouths they 
stand condemned. Iam also engaged 
on a reply to Lord Halifax’s invitation 
to join the Church of Rome, and I am 
giving proof from Roman Catholic Can- 
on Law that they have neither valid or- 
ders nor valid jurisdiction. It is no 
wonder that they are very angry with 
me. May I ask the earnest prayers of 


all friends for the special work in which 
I am now engaged. 
‘*M. F. Cusack,’’ 
(formerly the Nun of Kenmare). 
[Copy.] 
To the Editor of the Tuam Herald: 

Sir :—I have just seen your paper of 
the 5th inst., in which you make a state- 
ment about me which is absolutely false, 
and another which is distinctly libellous. 
Libels of far less gravity, as you are well 
aware, have been legally dealt with, un- 
less you are prepared to hold yourself 
responsible for it. I require also that 
you should publish the refutation in 
three consecutive issues of your paper. 
There is absolutely no word of truth in 
the statement that I have returned to 
the Roman Catholic Church. As _ for 
the insinuation that I was insane, such 
an accusation is too obviously false to 
merit attention, were it not that you 
may find dupes who will readily believe 
it, as there is nothing too vile or absurd 
for Roman Catholics to say about any- 
one who leaves them. But how is it 
that Romanists, and Romanists only, 
require to uphold their Church and the 
faith of their people by making state- 
ments which they know to be false, and 
by trying to injure the reputation of 
those who have left them? You hope 
that the ‘‘rest of my days shall be spent 
in quiet with God and man.’’ Be as- 
sured that.it will beso, for I have found 
perfect peace in believing what the 
Scripture teaches, that the Blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin, and 
that my eternal salvaticn depends on 
the merits of His precious Blood, and on 
that alone. As to my peace with man, 
I have not a few true and faithful friends 
who know and feel for the many sore 
trials which I endured while a member 
of the Roman Catholic Church. Wish- 
ing you the grace which I have been so 
happy as to have obtained, I am, sir 

Yours faithfully, M. F. Cusack. 
September 14, 1896, 
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THE STORY OF MY LIFE AND CONVERSION. 


BY REV. STEPHEN PACHAYAN. 
Translated from the French by the Editor. 


[The Rev. Stephen Pachayan was born in 
Marash, Armenia, Cf Roman Catholic parents in 
1872, and when eight years old was set apart for 
the Roman Catholic priesthood. He began his 
studies in his native country and pursued them at 
at the Seminary of St. 
Sulpice, Paris, France, where he was ordained a 
sub-deacon in 1895. When he had completed his 
studies in June of this year, he resolved to leave 
the Roman Church. Protestant friends in Paris 
helped him until he reached Christ’s Mission, New 
York, where he now is, preparing for the ministry 
of the Gospel that he might bear the good news to 
his brethren according to the flesh in Armenia 
and Persia. 


Constantinople and 


The first parts of his reasons for 
leaving the Roman Church were published in the 
September and October CONVERTED CATHOLIC. } 
CONCLUSION. 

~T was common talk in the Seminary 

- of St. Sulpice and among the Ar- 
menian Roman Catholics in Paris that 
the persecution of the Armenians who 
were not Catholics was providential, in- 
asmuch as it might lead them to see 
that God wished them to belong to the 
true Church. The conduct of Mgr. 
Azarian, the Roman Catholic Armenian 
Patriarch at Constantinople, was such as 
to give color to all the rumors that were 
in circulation regarding the ‘‘ conver- 
sion’’ of the poor persecuted people to 
the Roman Church. Almost daily he 
visited the Grand Vizir or the Sultan to 
demonstrate his loyalty, and in return 
he was assured that his people would be 
protected. It was a base traffic in souls 
to offer protection to the Armenians who 
would become Roman Catholics, and I 
told that Azarian 
would not dare to do this if he had not 
the approval of Pope Leo XIII. The 
Roman Catholic Church was guilty of 
this crime against God and humanity. 


Father Montagny 


In Marash, my native city, three hun- 


sé 


dred families had been ‘‘ converted ”’ in 
this manner. 
Father Montagny endeavored to con- 


vince me that the policy adopted by the 


Pope and the Patriarch was dictated by 
prudence, and they only followed the 
usual course of diplomacy in this case. 
We could not agree on the subject, and, 
despairing of my conversion or return 
to the seminary, he soon afterwards took 
his departure. 

As soon as I met my Protestant 
friend, Mr. Bertrand, I reported to him 
the result of my confessor’s visit, and he 
counseled me to leave Paris as soon as 
possible, to avoid other visits from the 
Sulpitians, who would persecute me if I 
did not return to the Church and con- 
tinue in the priesthood. 

By the aid of a few Armenian Protes- 
tants in Paris and the good Mr. Ber- 
trand, who takes great interest in con- 
verted priests, I was able to leave France 
on July 22. My heart was light and my 
spirit buoyant as I took my departure, 
for though France is a_ beautiful coun- 
try and the people are amiable and 
charming, I knew the Church of Rome 
too well not to realize the danger that 
awaited me if I had remained in the 
country after I had announced my in- 
tention to leave the Church and re- 
nounce the priesthood forever. I had 
neither thoughts of unkindness nor 
words of reproach against the directors 
of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, where I 
had spent five years in study and where 
I had been deemed werthy of having 
holy orders conferred on me, but the 
persecuting spirit of the Church is a 
part of the creed of every Romau Catho- 
lic, and I knew I could not escape the 
consequences of my departure trom the 
faith if I had remained where my former 
associates could easily reach me with 
their malevolence. 

Therefore it was with a joyous heart 
that I landed in New York on the first 
day of August and proceeded to Christ’s 
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Mission, where a kind welcome awaited 
me. Mr. Eugene Reveillaud, the editor 
of the Paris Signa/, had prepared the 
way for me by his gracious letter to 
the pastor of Christ’s ‘Mission, Rev. 
James A. O’Connor, and when I reached 
the Mission I felt that a new and happy 
life was opening out before me. 

As Mr. O'Connor was at Northfield 
attending Mr. Moody’s Conference for 
Bible Study I was received at the Mis- 
sion by the good friends he had left in 
charge during his absence, and his in- 
structions to care for me were faithfully 
observed. After resting from my voy- 
age I proceeded to join Mr. O’Connor 
at Northfield. There I fully understood 
how the good providence of God had di- 
rected my steps. Mr. O'Connor greet- 
ed me with a warmth of affection that 
made me happy. He took me with him 
to all the sessions of the Conference. 
My soul expanded under the inspiring 
influence of the meetings. My heart 
was filled with joy. The way of salva- 
tion through the blessed Saviour was 
preached as I had never heard it before, 
and my soul responded to the loving in- 
vitation ‘‘ Come to Me, and I will give 
you rest.’” My heart was overflowing 
with the sweet impressions produced by 
the Christian atmosphere that was felt 
on every side and the happiness that 
was apparent on every countenance. 
There were no priests or vain ceremon- 
ies or rites at the services, but there was 
the great High Priest, Jesus the Son of 
God, our only Saviour, lifted up as a 
living power able to save all who come 
to Him and working the will of God 
among the people in their salvation. 
The Spirit of God opened the fountains 
of mercy and love, and each one could 
draw therefrom to the satisfaction of the 
soul. The Holy Spirit taught me there 
at Northfield how to become a Chris- 
tian, and I opened my heart to my lov- 
ing Saviour. 

I bless God for Northfield and for 


what Mr. O’Connor has done for me ; 
and as the best return I can make, the 
best thanksgiving to God for all His 
blessings, I hope to prepare for the 
ministry of the Gospel in order to preach 
Christ to my unfortunate countrymen, 
the poor, persecuted Armenians. 





Rome in Armenia. 

The statement of Mr. Pachayan, that 
three hundred families of Gregorian 
Christians in Marash, Armenia, had 
been bribed by money and promises of 
protection against the outrages of the 
Turks, to turn Roman Catholics, is borne 
out by the record of the work of the 
Catholic schools in the East (G:uvre des 
Ecoles d' Orient), published in Paris, 
There is a long account of the massacres 
in Armenia in the issue of the periodical 
with the above title for January—Febru- 
ary of this year. After stating that 
60,000 Armenian Christians had been 
cut down by the sword, and that famine 
threatened a still greater number (for 
whose relief the sum of $7,400 had been 
forwarded from Paris), the director of 
the work, Father Charmetant, said (p. 
210): ‘‘ But the relief of the sufferings 
of the unfortunate victims is not the only 
result of our efforts. Another, much 
more precious, has made itself felt, such 
as is indicated by the following despatch 
received from Constantinople : 

‘** Thanks for the contributions. 
Three hundred Gregorian families of 
Marash have just embraced Catholicism, 
A much greater number are disposed to 
unite with us. Send us the necessary 
assistance. PATRIARCH ASARIAN.”’ 

The editor of the periodical closes his 
article with these words : 

‘«'This is perhaps the beginning of the 
serious return of the poor Oriental 
Church to Catholic unity....May our 
prayers hasten the moment when this 
shall be accomplished; and may ouralms 
be definite and abundaut for the return 
of these sheep to the true fold.’’ 
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ROME AND THE LAW. 





BY JOHN BOND, A CONVERTED CATHO- 
LIC LAWYER. 
HE doctrine of absolute sovereignty, 

) boldly and dogmatically proclaimed 
by the Romish Church, has been re- 
garded by all modern statesmen as ex- 
tremely dangerous to national senti- 
ments and national institutions. The 
integrity of a nation and the claims of 
Rome are irreconcilable. An essential 
part of the Romish system is its eccle- 
siastical judiciary. Rome claims an 
exclusive jurisdiction over the persons 
and the property of her clergy. Rome 
denies to the secular courts the right to 
try and determine any civil or criminal 
cause towhich one of her clergy is a 
party. 

A priest or monk who invokes the 
courts of the land against his bishop 
or superior incurs by the very fact the 
bar and curse of the Church. Rome 
frowns upon the layman who appeals to 
the duly constituted tribunals of the 
country for the purpose of asserting a 
right as against the Church or a priest. 
No candid Romanist will deny that ac- 
cording to the living law of his Church 
the court which pronounced the sen- 
tence of death upon a priest who a few 
years ago was convicted cf a capital 
offence in North Carolina was with- 
out jurisdiction, and by trying the case 
infringed upon the sacred rights of the 
‘‘holy mother Church.’’ The Constitu- 
tion of the United States clearly defines 
(Article VI., § 1) what is to be regard- 
ed as ‘‘the supreme law of the land.’’ 
Its definition is radically and unaltera- 
bly at variance with the doctrine of the 
Romish Church. The Papacy of to- 
day is everywhere an c¢mperium in im- 
perio. 

It is the duty of all patriotic Ameri- 
cans to oppose sternly and aggressively 
all attempts of the Church to put this 
doctrine of ecclesiastical supremacy int 


effect. One sure way of doing this is 
to encourage and facilitate appeals by 
Roman Catholics to the laws of the land 
in disregard of all ecclesiastical rules, 
censures or penalties. There is no 
doubt that the Romish clergy of this 
country hold firmly to the belief that 
they are a law unto themselves, and 
that the courts of the land can exercise 
no rightful authority over them. It is 
but natural that the clergy should in 
every way try to impress a similar belief 
upon the minds of the Catholic laity. 
In ninety-nine cases out of every hun- 
dred the Catholic who has been injured 
by church or priest takes his case be- 
fore the ecclesiastical court and abides 
by its decision. There is little else for 
him to do. An appeal to what Rome 
terms the secular courts would mean 
ostracism, or, to use the more Romish 
word, boycott. Even if the nature and 
extent of his injury is such as to make 
him inclined to seek redress in our 
courts, the obstacles in his way are 
great and numerous. A Catholic law- 
yer would not dare to take his case and 
could not be trusted any way. Law- 
yers are more or less in public life, and 
many of them politicians. They are 
afraid of the Romish vote. Very few of 
them are familiar with the institutions, 
the customs and the laws of the Romish 
Church. 

A thorough knowledge on these 
subjects seems necessary to take up 
with success certain kinds of actions 
against the Church or priests. If it is 
made known in Roman Catholic circles 
that there are lawyers, themselves con- 
verted Catholics, ready to invoke the 
law of the land against overbearing ec- 
clesiasticism much good work may be 
expected. 

I will instance a few cases to illus- 
trate my point. An Irish lady, whose 
affections had been vainly sought by 
a certain Dominican priest, discover- 
ed excellent evidence to the effect that 
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the said priest, unable to conquor the 
virtue of the woman, circulated stories 
reflecting on the chastity of his intended 
victim 

The woman appealed to the pro- 
vincial of the Order with no effect. 
She sought the advice of lawyers, all of 
whom hesitated to take up her case. 
None of them interested themselves, 
even to the extent of investigating her 
story and her references. Had she not 
been helped by Father O'Connor she 
would be without redress to day, an 
object of derision and contempt among 
her Roman Catholic friends and ac- 
quaintances. Two similar cases oc- 
curred on Long Island, and it was again 
Christ’s Mission which was the last 
refuge of the two wronged women. So 
great is the wholesome fear entertained 
by the Romauists of Father O'Connor 
that within a few days after an attorney 
known to be Father O'Connor's friend 
was substituted in place of the former 
attorneys of the women, the priest in 
the case employed one of the best known 
lawyers in New York to settle the 
cases. 

Thus Christ’s Mission has become a 
refuge to oppressed and wronged Catho- 
lics in more than one sense. It has 
performed, and no doubt will perform 
again, a great service to the cause ot 
justice. It has stood as a bulwark 
against Romish greediness and aggres- 
sion, 





Do What Mary Said. 

My dear Roman Catholic friends, 
if you were told that Protestant Chris- 
tians were far more zealous in fulfilling 
the wishes of the blessed Virgin Mary 
than you who so loudly claim her as 
your Advocate, would you believe it ? 

Let us see if it is not so. 

The New Testament contains but one 
direct command from her who was so 
‘* highly favored,’’ the most ‘‘ blessed 
among women.’ It was given at the 


marriage in Cana of Galilee, described 
in the Gospel of St. John ii. 5, when 
his mother saith, ‘‘ Whatsoever He 
saith unto you, do it.’’ Will you 
not, then, in obedience to her command 
listen to what He saith to you now in 
this same Gospel, and then ‘‘ do it?’”’ 

The Lord Jesus saith to you in St. 
John v. 39, ‘‘ Search the Scriptures.”’ 
Have you done so ? 

In chapter vii., 37, of the same Gos- 
pel, He saith to you, ‘‘If any man thirst 
let him come unto Me and drink.’’ 

In chapter xiv., 14, He saith to you, 
‘* Tf ye shall ask anything in My name, 
I will do it.’’ 

Inchapter xvi., 24, He saith to you, 

‘Hitherto have ye asked nothing in 
My name; ask and ye shall receive, that 
your joy may be full.’’ 

In chapter xiv., 6, He saith to you, 
‘‘T am the Way, and the Truth, and 
the Life; no man cometh unto the Father 
but by Me;’’ and in chapter vi., 37, 
‘* Him that cometh to Me, I will in no- 
wise cast out.”’ 

In St. Matthew xi., 28, He saith to 
you, *‘ Come unto Me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.’’ 

These are the truths which Protestant 
Christians uphold and teach. Do you 
believe them ? 

Remember that He saith them unto 
you, and then remember how so long 
ago His mother spoke the one command, 
and again repeats it to you to-day. 
Listen, as she speaks, ‘‘ Whatsoever 
He saith unto you, do it.’’ 

You nave just heard some of these 
things, will you do them? 

yod hath said, ‘‘ The blood of Jesus 
Christ, His Son, cleanseth from all sin’’ 
(1 John, i., 7). Will you not believe 
Him? 

My dear friends, ‘“These things write 
we unto you, that your joy may be full’’ 
(1 John, i., 4). E. A. W. 

Germantown, Pa. 
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BISHOP KEANE EXPELLED FROM THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY. 





ARDINAL Gibbons’ paper, the Bal- 
timore Catholic Mirror, in its issue 
of October 3, 1896, contained a long re- 
port of an interview with Bishop Keane, 
rector of the Catholic University at 
Washington, wherein the prelate spoke 
in glowing terms of his plans and hopes 
for the university the coming year. 
Little did he anticipate while talking to 
the reporter that the following letter 
from the Pope ordering his expulsion 
from the university was in the hands of 
Cardinal Gibbons : 
‘* To our venerable brother, John Joseph 

Keane, Rishop of Ajasso: 

‘ VENERABLE BROTHER : — Health 
and apostolic benediction. It is custom- 
ary that they who are appointed to pre- 
side over Catholic universities should 
not hold the office in perpetuity. This 
custom has grown up through wise rea- 
sons, and the Roman pontiffs have ever 
been careful that it should be adhered 
to. Since, therefore, venerable brother, 
you have now presided for several years 
over the university at Washington, in 
the first establishment and subsequent 
development of which you have shown 
laudable zeal and diligence, it has seem- 
ed best that the above mentioned custom 
should not be departed from, and that 
another, whose name is to be proposed 
to us by the bishops, should be appoint - 
ed to succeed you in this honorable 
position. 

‘*In order, however, that in your re- 
signing this office due regard may be 
had to your person and your dignity, 
we have determined to elevate you to 
the rank of archbishop. 

‘* Being solicitous for your future wel- 
fare, we leave it to your own free choice 
either to remain in your own country, 
or, if you prefer, to come to Rome. If 
you choose the former we will destine 
for you some Archiepiscopal See, by vote 
of the bishops of the United States. 


‘‘ Tf you prefer the latter we shall wel- 
come you mest lovingly and will place 
you among the consultors of the Con- 
gregation of Studies and the Congrega- 
tion of the Propaganda, in both of which 
you could do much for the interest of 
religion in the United Stetes. In this 
latter case we would also assign you a 
suitable revenue for your honorable 
maintenance. 

‘*Confidently trusting, venerable bro- 
ther, that you will accept this our ad- 
ministrative act with hearty good will, 
we most lovingly bestow upon you the 
apostolic benediction as a pledge of our 
paternal affection. 

‘*Given at Rome, from St. Peter’s, 
this 15th day of September, 1896, inthe 
nineteenth year of our pontificate. 

‘* Leo XIII., Pope.’’ 

To this Bishop Keane replied as fol- 
lows: 

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY, ; 
WASGINGTON, Sept. 29, 1896. 

‘* Most HoL_y FaTHER:—His Emin- 
ence Cardinal Gibbons yesterday hand- 
ed me the letter in which Your Holiness 
has made known to me that my admin- 
istration of this University now comes to 
an end, and that another rector is to be 
appointed. 

‘‘ Without a moment of hesitation I 
accept the will of Your Holiness in the 
matter as a manifestation of the provi- 
dence of God, and from this instant I 
resign into the hands of His Eminence 
the Chancellor the office of rector, with 
all rights thereto attaching. 

‘‘Thanking Your Holiness for the 
freedom of choice granted me, I choose 
to remain in my own country, and, 
moreover, without any official position 
whatsoever, in tranquility and peace. 

‘Your Holiness’ most humble son 
in Christ, 

‘* JOHN J. KEANE, 
‘* Bishop of Ajasso.”’ 
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These letters were read at the univer- 
sity, October 6, by Bishop Keane, when 
he addressed the faculty and students 
for the last time. He said, as quoted in 
all the papers of Octobor 7: ‘‘ I asked 
no reasons why I was removed. I re- 
quest you, my friends and students, to 
do likewise. Do not question why the 
Holy Father has done this. Itis suffic- 
ient that he has done it; therefore it is 
wisely and well done.’’ 
CARDINAL GIBBONS IN TEARS. 

The report in the daily papers con- 
tinues - 

Many of the students and visitors 
sobbed audibly. But the one who seem - 
ed most deeply affected was Cardinal 
Gibbons. When he rose to speak he 
was trembling so violently that for a 
moment it seemed that he would faint. 
When he began to speak his voice trem- 
bled and broke, and he made no effort 
to hide the tears that rushed to his eyes. 
The Cardinal's face was as white as the 
marble statne of St. Thomas Aquinas, 
the patron saiut of the University, near 
which he was standing, and the drawn 
look about his deep-set eyes and his 
mouth marked the emotion under which 
he was laboring. 

‘*T am a hard man to move,”’ he half 
sobhed. ‘‘ But to-day I am moved with 
the most profound sorrow I have ever 
felt in a long life full of sorrows."’ 

The Cardinal then reviewed the work 
of Bishop Keane at the university. He 
spoke of his great heartedness, his liber- 
ality of spirit, his self-abnegation. 

‘*T trust,"’ he concluded, ‘‘that the 
Catholic University is destined to have 
along line of distinguished and able 
rectors. But I know that none will be 
more thoroughly a man of God than the 
one we lose to-day.’’ 

When Archbishop Ireland of St. Paul 
heard of Bishop Keane's removal he said: 

“The present constitution of the 
Washington University specifies no limit 
of time of the holding of the ocffie of 





rector. This defect will be remedied at 
the next meeting of the directors on Oc- 
tober 2t. At the same meeting Bishop 
Keane will possibly be chosen his own 
successor. His election would beyond 
all doubt be ratified by the Roman au- 
thorities. 

‘* Bishop Keane is thoroughly identi- 
fied with the university. His successin 
the administration of affairs of the insti- 
tution has been marked. Especially 
has he been a most valuable factor in 
gathering funds for endowments. To 
disassociate him now from the university 
would be to doom it to death. Apart 
from the original gift of $3-0,00c0 by 
Miss Caldwell, all the money brought 
to the university has been the result of 
Bishop Keane's zeal and influence. No 
Roman Catholic clergyman in the coun- 
try could do the work which he is doing 
and which he will continue to do.’ 

The Baltimore correspondent of the 
New York Freeman's Journal (the Ro 
man Catholic paper edited by Father 
Lambert of Ingersoll fame) said in his 
letter dated October 13: 

‘* Outside of the resignation of Bishop 
Keane as rector of the Catholic Univer- 
sity at Washington, and the correspon- 
dence between Rome and himself relat- 
ing thereto, the actual facts cannot be 
known to the public beyond what is ap- 
parent on their face. The resignation 
of Bishop-Keane from his exalted posi- 
tion was, indeed, a great surprise in se- 
clesiastical and lay circles, and the dis- 
cussion of it seems to grow as the days 
rollon. Here is a sample of it, ina 
lengthy dispatch to the Baltimore Szz 
last Thursday : 

‘‘*’Phe removal of Bishop Keane,’ 
says thisdispatch, is regarded here as 
the most serious and far-reaching change 
which has taken place in many years. 
It has shaken the American Church al- 
most to its foundation, and has reopened 
quarrels supposed to have been settled. 
The struggle has just begun, and every 
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day grows more intense. At present 
both sides are simply awaiting the next 
move. The question has been asked, 
Who is responsible for this? The ques- 
tion is now answered, Cardinal Satolli. 

‘“““ Tt can be stated, on the positive 
declaration of those who know, that 
Cardinal Satolli caused the removal of 
Bishop Keane from the rectorship of the 
Catholic University. This statement is 
not only from the friends, but from the 
opponents of Bishop Keane. It comes 
in a way that makes it authentic. 

sishop Keane has very different 
views from those of Cardinal Satolli, but 
the latter had the ear of the Pope,’ adds 
this dispatch. ‘ The blow is a terrible 
one to the Catholic University, and to 
the progressive party of the Church.’ 

‘“ What I have given comprises about 
the most important points of this dis- 
patch, which claims to be largely author- 
itative ; that is, founded upon informa- 
tion obtained from officials who knew 
what they were talking about. Bish- 
op Keane not only represented the uni- 
versity, but was the university itself.’’ 

FATHER CONATY ELECTED RECTOR. 

At the meeting of the directors of the 
Catholic University at Washington, Oc- 
tober 23, Father Conaty, a parish priest 
of Worcester, Mass., was elected rector. 
He was made a D. D. by the Jesuit Col- 
lege at Georgetown a few years ago,and 
they will virtually control the teaching 
in the University and make it an annex 
to their college. At present the Jesuit 
party rules the Roman Church. 





Rome Divided Opens the Door 
for the Evangelization of 
Roman Catholics. 

If the Roman Catholic people knew 
how uncharitable, not say wicked, the 
bishops and priests of their Church are 
they would never go to confession to 
them or attend their masses or give 
them money to get their deceased rela- 
tives out of purgatory. Those bishops 


and priests are continually quarreling 
among themselves. They are divided 
into factions and parties that hate each 
other with the ferocity of wild beasts 
contending for their prey. The expul- 
sion of Bishop Keane from the Catholic 
University has aroused the evil passions 
of the ‘‘holy fathers’’ toan unusual de- 
gree. The public has been deluged 
with articles in the daily press all last 
month retailing the charges of bad faith, 
trickery, double dealing, deception and 
falsehood hurled by these ‘‘successors of 
the apostles’’ at each other. But not 

a tithe of the intense bitterness of feeling 

on the subject has been disclosed. The 

fear of Protestant public opinion here 

has restrained those bellicose bishops. 

A peep behind the scenes at the confer- 

ence of those wolves in episcopal cloth- 

ing would satisfy any decent Roman Ca- 

tholic that they were not true shepherds 

of the flock, but hirelings who were 

quarreling over leadership and suprem- 

acy. ‘‘ Thank God,”’ said Cardinal 

Manning in a letterto Mgr. Talbot, his 

friend and agent at the Vatican, ‘‘thank 

God the Protestants do not know that. 
half our time and strength is wasted in 

contests among ourselves.’’ (Life of 
Manning, II , ror.) 

The Bible says, ‘‘ A house divided 
against itself cannot stand.'’ The div- 
isions in the ranks of the hierarchy at 
present should cause intelligent Roman 
Catholics to consider whether it is wise 
to entrust their salvation to such men. 
Many, we doubt not, will turn away in 
disgust from those bishops and priests. 
They should be led into the knowledge 
of salvation through Christ withort 
bishop or priest. Christian people need 
not go far to find missionary work of 
this kind, Verily it isat their door. 
It is well to sympathize with the heath- 
en in spiritual blindness in Africa and 
China and to send the good news of sal- 
vation to those countries, but we should 
not forget the people at home 
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SATOLLI’S MISSION A FAILURE. 


HE New York /ndependent, Octo- 
ber 15, 1896, had the following 
article, written by a Roman Catholic 
priest whose name is not given: 
ROME IN AMERICA. 

We regret to have to say that Dele- 
gate Satolli will depart from our shores, 
after an official residence of several 
years, without leaving behind him any 
deep and permanent traces of his pres- 
ence. He has, indeed, led the march in 
gorgeous religious processions with all 
the ec/a¢t and pomp of a direct represen- 
tative of the Supreme Pontiff; he has 
graced many ecclesiastical assemblages; 
he has been dined and feted at many a 
hospitable board among the most promi- 
nent people of Church and State; but 
was it requisite for the American Church 
to import a Papal representative to adorn 
social functions? Was it to be a pictur- 
esque figurehead in this land of fakes 
and anomalies that Satolli came here 
with such a resonant flourish of trump- 
ets? » Was it gingerbread triumphs that 
the rank and file of the common clergy, 
the parties most keenly interested, ex- 
pected from the Pope’s a/fer ego whose 
words, we were solemnly told, would be 
peremptory, whose decisions were to be 
final, and whose jurisdiction was under- 
stood to be plenary and absolute? + 

But is there any necessity at all for an 
official representative of the Holy See in 
America? Since we have here an ec- 
clesiastical organization, the splendid 
machinery of the hierarchy ruling the 
lower clergy and laity, I think that no 
true friend of the Catholic Church will 
hesitate for a moment in answering this 
question in the affirmative. Yes, a 
thousand times, yes. The very fact 
that before Satolli was two years here, 
500 appeals coming from priests against 
the rulings of their bishops were made 
to him as Apostolic Delegate, conclus- 
ively proves the crying need that exists 


for some spiritual authority in this coun- 
try, who can determine definitely, and 
at once and forever, those clerical law- 
suits which could not otherwise be set- 
tled without recourse being had to Rome 
—a proceeding always attended by tire- 
some delays and exhausting expenses. 
And there are at this moment many 
hundreds of such cases pigeonholed in 
the congested archives of the Delegate’s 
official residence in Washington. But 
out of all these actions at-law, how many 
important cases have been thoroughly 
sifted by the Delegate or his assistant, 
the merits of the litigants judicially 
weighed, and a final judgment actually 
pronounced? The settled cases are like 
the visits of angels, few end far be- 
tween. /:x uno disce omnes. 

What has become of the perpetual 
squabbles between the gen//e and amia- 
b/e Bishop Bonacum and his alleged re- 
fractory priests that have disgraced the 
Catholic Church for years in the diocese 
of Lincoln, Nebraska? Are they not 
continually bobbing up again at inter- 
vals, either in the secular or Church 
courts, to the dismay and scandal of the 
faithful? But all these cases have been 
officially brought time and again before 
Satolli through appeals from the contes- 
tants. What has this Apostolic Dele- 
gate with supreme authority from 
Christ’s vicar—this Rome in America— 
done to restrain these brawling ecclesias- 
tics from ever and anon washing their 
soiled linen in public places? Very 
little. 

Satolli, indeed, tried at first to cast 
the oil of peace on the troubled waters, 
and would fain end these evil-smelling 
recriminations with soft words which, 
however, failed to turn away priestly 
wraths. ‘These gentle remonstrances he 
followed up with a move partaking of a 
Machiavellian charactcr. Instead of 
critically investigating the matter tothe 











ecclesiastics before his tribunal and de- 
ciding their case premptorily then and 
there in accordance with canon law and 
the practice of the Roman Church, the 
canny Italian thought by a flank move- 
ment to abstract the fuel that kept the 
unholy fires of discord alive. 
out specious inducements to a priest in 
Lincoln diocese named Corbett, regard- 
ed by both sides as the most tireless and 
energetic element in stirring up the 
strife, and whom the peace-loving Bona- 
cum viewed as the head and front of the 
offending, Satolli persuaded the alleged 
firebrand to abandon the scene of con- 
tention and betake himself to Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

The Papal peacemaker sagely thought 
that, with Father Corbett a thousand 
miles away, the clerical hostilities 


Holding 


would collapse from inanition. but 


alas ! 


In the public press we see daily 
that tne guerrilla warfare in the church 
of Nebraska goes bravely on. Poor 
Corbett hung around for months ‘‘ the 
city of magnificent distance,’’ snubbed 
and despised on every side by ecclesi- 
astics. Essaying, under the auspices 
of Satolli, to enter the Catholic Uni- 
versity, Rector Keane positively retused 
him permission to matriculate. Corbett’s 
dream was to pursue a course of canon 
law at the University, graduate with a 
diploma, then open a clerical law office 
near the Delegate’s residence, and prac- 
Doubtless, if the in- 
exorable vicissitude of things permits 


tice in his court. 


these good intentions to be realized, 
clerical adyocate Corbett will have many 
opportunities to stick thorns in the sides 
of some militant American bishop. But 
we are digressing. 

Here lies the reason why the mission 
of Mer. Satolli to the United States has 
been a failure. What has he done? 
Let some of his friends point this out. 
What great result or results has he ef- 


fected in America? ’Tis true that he 





reconciled Dr. McGlynn to the Church, 
and removed censures from some eccles- 
iastics who were debarred for years from 
exercising their priestly functions. But 
these deeds of clemency, although at the 
time seeming as huge as mountains, de- 
served by no means the importance then 


attributed to them. And even then 
how many more of these achievments 
did he further accomplish? Was the 
representative of great Rome scared at 
the ululation raised by a few interested 
henchmen of the New York archiepis- 
copal cuvia when he struck off the spir- 
itual shackles that bound the soul of 
McGlynn? It wouldseem so. Howis 
it that, if we have had Rome here in 
America, Dr. Louis Lambert, the world- 
wide known editor and publicist, was 
lately obliged to proceed to the Eternal 
City, at a great expense of time and 
money, and to struggle there for months 
fighting his righteous battle against the 
tyrannical ‘‘mandaments’’ of his dioces- 
How is it that many 
other cases have been carried beyond 
the seas to the headquarters of Ca- 
tholicity if we have Rome here in 
America ? 

Either Satolli Aas had delegated to 
him the plenary and absolute powers of 
the vicar of Christ, or he did 2o¢ possess 
such autkority! If the first alternative 
be verified, then from a careful scrutiny 
of his official actions we are forced to 
say that he has never exercised them. 
Do we infer from this the other alterna- 
tive, z. ¢., that the spiritual faculties 
conferred upon Sato!li were very limited? 

However this may be, we are safe in 
asserting that any representative of the 
Pope who comes to this country simply 
as a sort of clerical arbiter—possessing, 
indeed, the power to judge and determ- 
ine, but lacking the sanction necessary 


an superior? 


to see that his decisions are carried out 
and that they mean something—will al- 
ways succeed Satolli in his failure as he 
does in his office. There is no earthly 
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use for a halfway house in Washington, 
by way of another tribunal between 
Am+>rica and Rome. We have already 
here two clerical courts, and do not 
need another ejusdem faring. Wehave 
the diocesan or bishop’s court, and the 
court of the Metropolitan, with appel- 
lant jurisdiction ; but it is little service 
that either of these courts has ever ef- 
fected in causing peace between bellig- 
erent churchmen. When men under- 
take any kind of litigation—whether lay 
or clerical—they are never satisfied with 
halfway measures, nor contented with 
anything less than a competent tribunal, 
which is empowered to pronounce a de- 
cision both absolute and unappealable. 
Satolli's decisions—where his official 
actions could be dignified with the name 
of decisions—were endowed with neither 
the one nor the other quality. Of few 
of the cases he attempted to settle could 
it be predicted: ‘‘Roma locuta est; causa 
finita est’ [‘‘Rome has spoken; the case 
is finished’’]. Consequently it is ap- 
parent that we have as yet no supreme 
ecclesiastical court in America. And 
even playing the role of grand Pacifica- 
tor, Satolli has been a grand disap- 
pointment. 

In most cases where he tried his 
hand at settling old broils belligerent 
bishops and priests refused to be pacifi- 
ed. As for priests having difficulties 
with the bishops, they have yet to go to 
Rome. And if men in pursuit of what 
they deem justice are finally forced to 
appeal to headquarters, the sooner they 
go to Rome the better, if they wish to 
have the final word said on their cases. 
A halfway house in Washington—an- 
other limited court in this country—is, 
for the unfortunate priest at variance 
with his powerful prelate, but a breeder 
of that hope deferred which maketh the 
heart sick. 

However, we must admit that the 
mere appointment to this country of an 
Apostolic Delegate has been fraught 


with some precious fruit to the discip- 
line of the Catholic Church. His very 
presence here is a perpetual menace to 
prelates who have long been accustomed 
to rule their clergy and laity—not ac- 
cording to the universal laws of the 
Church, but after the behests of their 
own sweet wills. The form of the Pa- 
pal Delegate at Washington looms up 
over every diocese in the country 7m ¢er- 
rorem before the eyes of those exalted 
churchmen who are wont to play the 
tyrant and, exercising arbitrary powers, 
lord it over their clergy and laity. 

Yet this profound moral impression 
on all classes of Catholics only manifests 
more lucidly the necessity in the Ameri- 
can Church zot so much for a Papal of- 
ficial as for a resident official endowed 
with plenary and absolute spiritual fac- 
ulties to settle each and every litigation 
that may arise in the Church. 

Our Delegate will bea unique figure 
in the motley ranks of the foreign am- 
bassadors at the Capital; and this figure 
is by no means dwarfed by the fact that 
his presence here is not officially recog- 
nized by what used to be called ‘‘ the 
secular arm.’’ He will be a welcome 
guest’ at the home of intelligence, of 
fashion and of luxury, He towers up 
the most conspicuous object in the hier- 
archy of the American Church—which 
is, undoubtedly, the brightest and most 
valuable jewel in the tiara of the Su- 
preme Pontiff. We begrudge him not 
at all the honors that are heaped on 
him; we are rather proud of them. But 
these and similar glories are only ephe- 
meral and adventitious as far as regards 
the Church and the faithful. They 
will little solace“ church if it be torn in 
pieces by intestine warfare and oppres- 
sed by tyrants in the garb of shepherds. 
Only a supreme court of last resort will 
create peace and satisfaction. Only a 
Delegate at Washington with plenary 
apostolic powers can be justly regarded 
as Rome in America. 





340 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 








BY REV. J. 


SACERDOS VAGABUNDUS ; 


OR, THE TRAMP PRIEST.* 


H. O'BRIEN, FORMERLY VICAR-GENERAL OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 


DIOCESE OF FORT WAYNE, INDIANA. 


VIII. 
SCANDALOUS MONKS. 

«\F all nationalities the Italians in re- 
ligious communities pay the least 
regard to their vows and monastic pro- 
fessions. The colleges and monasteries 
of Italian monks are a deep disgrace to 
Christianity at large. We do not mean 
to defile our pen with a history of those 
unfortunate men, but truth compels us 
to say, for the sake of parents who send 
their boys there, that their colleges are 
immoral schools. Bishops have refused 
to ordain young men educated there. 
The monks lead openly a scandalous life. 
Before God’s altar they vowed never to 
own property, never to receive money, 
but to love poverty for Christ's sake. 
The founders of the orders made poverty 
their chief delight, and severely inculca- 
ted its observance to all who would be 
members of their community. And it is 
true that in olden times they did good 
accordingly. But look at these modern 
monks how they observe their vow! 
They are the dandies of the priesthood 
No secular priest would dare to dress so 
like the fashionable swell. With flashy 
gold chains and watches with all the 
modern improvements, with heavy gold- 
headed walking sticks and their names 
grandly engraved thereon, with a span- 





* A PRINTER'S MIstAKE—In the reprint of the 
chapters of this book which appeared in the Octo- 
Ler CONVERTED CATHOLIC there was a printer’s 
mistake which some confusion in the 
‘*make up” of pages 31§, 316 and 317. The in- 
telligent reader will have noticed that page 316 
should be 315, and page 317 should be 316, while 
page 31§ should be 317. The friends who pre- 
serve their copies should note this transposition of 
pages. 

As this is the first time a mistake ot this kind 
has occurred, it reminds us that, unlike the Pope, 
we are not infallible. If Leo XIII. would acknow- 
ledge his errors and mistakes ‘‘ in faith and mor 
als” in this manner, he would not be so ridiculous. 


caused 


iel or fancy dog, they take their walk 
through the most fashionable streets, 
nodding and bowing and raising their 
hats to the ladies. Who would take 
them for the poor friars who only a few 
years ago in their native Italy went bare- 
footed and bare-legged, clothed in the 
poor habit of their Order, their only or- 
nament a bag, in which they collected 
alms for theirconvent. But they are no 
sooner landed here than they don the 
gaudy apparel of dudes. Their heads 
are so turned that they will not recog- 
nize their brother in the person of the 
poor organ grinder who humbly plods 
along in an honest attempt to earn his 
bread. And what is said here is applic- 
able to nearly all Italian priests of all 


kinds, whether Franciscan, Jesuit or 
secular. They are not fit to teach or 
preach. Their habits are filthy, their 


customs abominable, their ways intoler- 
able, their English unintelligible. Ofa 
lively temperament, a Jewsharp will set 
them dancing; a cup of strong coffee in- 
toxicates or makes them quarrelsome, 
and a dish of maccaroni fills them with 
both dinner and delight. On the vine- 
clad hills of sunny Italy they may do 
well enough, but here they should come 
only as Jack-in-the-box, to pop in and 
out in the form of Abelgates holding red 
hats to reward good little bishops, or 
little good bishops. 

These Italian monks are forever sneer- 
ing at and despising American, German 
and Irish clergymen. They are under 
the impression that we know absolutely 
nothing, and that it is a special favor 
they are here to teach us. God help us 


and preserve us from following their 
foolish example! Our bishops, however, 
receive them, and bestow the best places 
upon them, and this too is part of our 
beautiful system of discipline that sends 
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the native priest to tramp and welcomes 
the foreigner. 

But monks could be useful and do 
much good for the Church in this coun- 
try, if they would orly mind their busi- 
ness, keep within the monastic walls, 
wear their habit and observe their vows. 
And then if a priest knocked at their 
gate he would be received and welcomed 
as an angel in disguise, and not roughly 
required to pay down for his lodging or 
seek it elsewhere. They would willingly 
divide with the poor the alms they had 
received in charity for that purpose,and 
thus live according to their rule and re- 
ligious vocation. 

Our bishops spoil them in giving them 
parishes. A little chapel in the monas- 
tery should be their only parish and, ac- 
cording to their rule, they should have 
no other. The sick, the poor and des 
titute should be their parishioners ; the 
breviary and rosary should be their bank 
and money; with more humility and less 
impudence they would do very well. If 
they cannot or do not want to ‘live in 
their Order under its rules, they should 
by no means be encouraged to apply for 
secularization, but should be forced to 
return to sunny Italy or to whatever 
country they come from, for, as we have 
plainly demonstrated, they are by no 
means a success. They are neither use- 
ful nor ornamental. 

IX. 
STORY OF A TRAMP PRIEST AS TOLD BY 
HIMSELF. 

We presume every tramp has some 
ultimate object in view other than that 
of securing his supper and nightly lodg- 
ing, at least our clerical tramp has, and 
his object is to find some bishop who 
will receive him and restore him to min- 
isterial duties. He generally holds some 
kind of letters or exeat from his bishop, 
proving his ordination, and with these 
he presents himself for refusal to one 
bishop after another, always hoping but 
never obtaining, ever seeking but never 


finding a bishop who will give him a 
trial. He has arguments, too, in his 
favor; he acknowledges that he has fail- 
ed or made some mistake, but contends 
that if given a chance in a strange dio- 
cese and under another bishop Fe would 
be able, with the aid of the sad experi- 
ence acquired in his wanderings, to do 
better, to be more prudent and guarded. 
Not long since we heard the story of a 
poor tramp priest. We will tell it as he 
delivered itto us. He was an Ameri- 
can, young and intelligent, and interest- 
ed every one in his favor. 
story in his own words : 
Misfortune overtook me early in my 
sacerdotal career. I was but six months 
ordained when the old gentleman with 
whom I was placed as assisiant took it 
into his head that I did not suit him, 
that I was an encumbrance to him; and 
having made up his mind to get rid of 
me, he lost no time in procuring my 
suspension. Of what he accused meI 
am until this day ignorant, for I was 
never informed. I received a note from 
the bishop, in which he regretted, he 
said, being obliged to put me under cen- 
sure; but that from statements made by 
the pastor he felt it his duty to withdraw 
my faculties, and further informed me 
that it would be useless to come to see 
him, as he did not intend to change his 
mind in my regard. This wasastound- 
ing news, right at a time when I was 
congrattilating myself on my good stand- 
ing with both bishop and pastor. With 
this note in my hand I went to seek in- 
formation from my pastor. He merely 
handed me three months’ salary due me 
and curtly told me that the sooner I va- 
cated my room the greater I would 
oblige him, as he expected another priest 
that very day totake my place. I was 
angry and indignant at such treatment, 
and let some expressions escape me con- 
cerning his evil ways, with which I was 
well acquainted. This was years ago, 
long before that bad man was himself 


I give his 
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suspended; not, however, until he ruin- 
ed two other young men. Notwith- 
standing the bishop's broad hint not to 
visit him, I determined to see him and 
if possible learn the cause of my suspen- 
With my few worldly effects and 
all the money I had, about one hundred 
dollars, I set out for the episcopal city. 
With much ado I gained admittance to 
an audience with his lordship, who im- 
mediately began by informing me that 
he had just received a letter from my 
pastor in which he complained that I 
had attempted to murder him in hisown 
room. ‘‘ Now,’’ continued the bishop, 
‘* you see I am wellinformed of all your 
conduct, and you must see the justice of 
your suspension ; nevertheless, I will 
give you an exeat, and with that you 
may seek admission into some other dio- 
cese, since from henceforth your relat- 
ions with this diocese are ended.’’ He 
handed me the exeat which he had al- 
ready made out, and bidding me good 
bye left the room without asking a sin- 
gle question or giving me time to say a 
word. 

Confused, mortified and indignant 
with this kind of treatment, I went to 
the depot and procured a ticket for Tor- 
onto, Canada, wishing to get into a 
country where, I was informed, a sys- 
tem of canon law existed. Having ar- 
rived there, I went directly to the resi- 
dence of the archbishop and requested 
permission to speak with him. After a 
time one of his priests came to inquire 
my business, and being informed he, 
without further ceremony, told me to 
get out of the house. Scarcely credit- 
ing my senses I attempted to remon- 
strate, but he threatened so loudly and 
made use of such vulgar expressions 
that, judging him to be under alcoholic 
influence, to avoid turmoil I left. The 
next day I returned and requested to see 
a German priest, with whose gentle- 
manly disposition I had been made ac- 
quainted in the meantime. He did not 


sion. 


deceive me in this estimate of character 
given him by his friends, but having 
kindly heard me through told me that 
the archbishop had been so pestered by 
suspended priests from the States that 
he had given orders not to admit them 
into his house. He also informed me 
that it was only a few days previous that 
the archbishop had caused the arrest 
and imprisonment of one of them as a 
vagrant. 

‘“What,’’ said I, ‘‘an archbishop 
send a priest to jail for being poor and 
because he had no home since his own 
bishop deprived him of it?’’ 

‘* You are young and in a fair way to 
learn a great many things,’’ replied my 
friend. He advised me then to go to 
Montreal, where he thought I would be 
apt to procure a situation as teacher in 
some of the collegesthere. I remained, 
however, some time in Toronto, and to 
my great disgust found things no better, 
but even worse, in the matter of discip- 
line than in the United States. The 
priests with whom I conversed, and from 
whom, in my affliction, I expected ad- 
vice and consolation, either treated me 
with cold, cruel indifference, or openly 
and vulgarly insulted and abused me. 
One in particular deserves mention. He 
was chaplain to some convent there, but 
I met him at the residence of another 
priest. Well, the fellow was not con- 
tent with using unkind language, but 
went so far as to strikeme. I was 
young and strong, and of a quick tem- 
per, and I think that man will never 
again dare to raise his hand to an Am- 
erican. I began now to get quite a new 
view of the sacerdotal character as ex- 
emplified in Canadian priests. They 
did their utmost to give the impression 
to all who sympathized with me that I 
was an impostor and no priest. I left 


Toronto completely disgusted; I arrived 
in Montreal, and going to the bishop’s 
palace met with similar treatment as that 
experienced in Toronto. 


In this bish- 
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op’s house were a number of gaily dres- 
sed priests wearing the purple collar 
a l’eveque, as proud as bantam roosters 
with gay feathers. On being informed 
of my desire to speak with the bishop 
one of them, a canon, told me in bad 
French or broken English ‘‘dat ze bish- 
ope vil no zee one American priest.’” I 
then sought admission into the Jesuit 
and Sulpitian Colleges and offered to 
teach for my board, but was refused in 
each. They would not consent to my 
remaining under any conditions, not 
even for one night. My money was 
now all gone. For two nights I walked 
the streets of Montreal, not having 
means to secure lodging. One night I 
went to the Christian Brothers, but they 
would not give me shelter, and threat- 
ened to use force if I persisted in re- 
maining. I cleaned the dust from my 
shoes at their door, and for the first time, 
out of all patience, I cursed them. 

One morning, completely overcome 
with hunger, I went to the convent of 
Grey Nuns and begged for something to 
eat. It was my first time and the words 
stuck in my throat. The good sisters 
provided a bountiful breakfast, but when 
the sister who waited on me looked sad- 
ly at me and said, ‘‘ Poor father,’’ I 
could not stand it no longer. I hurried 
out into the street again where, all 
alone, I cried as only a sad, sore, proud 
heart knows how to cry. Heretofore 
proud resentment against the men who 
unjustly condemned me to such misery 
sustained me and prevented me from 
displaying any weakness, but the sym- 
pathetic words of the kind-hearted sister 
completely upset my manly resolution 
to suffer every thing rather than to let 
them know that their evil determination 
to destroy me had succeeded. I knew 
that the sister understood perfectly my 
condition, though she said nothing but 
‘‘poor father.’’ I returned there no 
more, but kept wandering about the 
streets, absolutely not knowing what to 


do or where to go. Finally wearied out 
I entered a saloon kept by an Irishman. 
He no sooner saw me than he very 
kindly requested to be informed if he 
could do anything for me. Seeing that 
he was a good natured fellow and hav- 
ing no one else to apply to I went intoa 
little back room, where we were uninter- 
rupted while I told him so much of my 
story as he could easily understand. 
The poor man listened evidently griev- 
ed, his natural good manners prevented 
him from asking questions that he felt 
might hurt my feelings. He was satis- 
fied with what I told him, and said that 
I was not the first unfortunate priest 
whom he had met and assisted. He in- 
troduced me to his wife and quietly and 
unostentatiously both made me welcome 
to their hospitality until I could find 
something to do. After being with 
them for a few days I was taken sick 
with a fever, the consequences of my 
exposure and mental suffering. The 
Irish are very much afraid of fevers,and 
I could plainly see that my host and his 
wife were alarmed. Scarcely able to 
move I bid them farewell and thanked 
them from my heart for their charity 
and kindness to me, a stranger. They 
would have detained me were my sick- 
ness of any other kind but fever, but I 
did not blame them, for they had a 
family of small children who would be 
liable to take my sickness. So we part- 
ed, and I never expected to see their 
kind and honest faces again, for I be- 
lieved I was soon to part company with 
the world and my troubles. That eve- 
ning I was found in another part of the 
city so sick that I could hardly inform 
the person who discovered me that I was 
a Catholic priest and destitute. He 
conveyed me to the Holy Dieu, an hos- 
pital in charge of sisters, where I re- 
ceived such good care that in a few 
weeks I was able to be about again, but 
not so strong as formerly. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 
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THE BULL OF POPE LEO XIII.ON ANGLICAN ORDERS. 


[The following is the authorized translation of 
the Papal Bull on Anglican Orders (‘* Apostolicae 
Curae”). It is entitled ‘* Letter Apostolic of his 
Holiness Leo XIII., by Divine Providence Pope, 
Concerning Anglican Orders,” and is published in 
Londen by Burns & Oates (Limited). ] 





LEO, 


BISHOP. 

SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD. 

In Perpetual Kemembrance. 

W* have dedicated to the welfare 

/ of the noble English nation no 
small portion of the Apostolic care and 
charity by which, helped by His grace, 
we endeavor to fulfill the office and fol- 
low in the footsteps of ‘‘the Great Shep- 
herd of the sheep,’’* 
Christ. 
sent to ‘‘the English seeking the king- 
dom of Christ in the unity of the faith,’’ 
is a special witness of our good will to- 
In it we recalled the 
memory of the ancient union of her peo- 
ple with Mother Church, and we strove 
to hasten the day of a happy reconcilia- 
tion by stirring up men’s hearts to offer 
diligent prayer to God. And, again, 
more recently, when it seemed good to 
us to treat more fully the unity of the 
Church in a general letter, England had 
not the last place in our mind, in the 
hope that our teaching might both 
strengthen Catholics and bring the sav- 
ing light to those divided from us. 

It is pleasing to acknowledge the gen- 
erous way in which our zeal and plain- 
ness of speech, inspired by no mere hu- 
man motives, have met the approval of 
the English people; and this testifies not 
less to their courtesy than to the solici- 
tude of many for their eternal salvation. 


our Lord Jesus 
The letter which last year we 


ward England. 





*Heb. xiii. 20. 
+These paragraph headings have been intro - 
duced for the convenience of the English readers. 


Section 1—Reasons for Reopening the 
Question. 

With the same mind and attention we 
have now determined to turn our con- 
sideration to a matter of no less import- 
ance, which is closely connected with 
the same subject and with our desires. 
For an opinion already prevalent, con- 
firmed more than once by the action and 
constant practice of the Church, main- 
tained that when in England, shortly 
after it was rent from the centre of 
Christian unity, a new rite for confer- 
ring holy orders was publicly introduced 
under Edward VI., the true Sacrament 
of Orders, as instituted by Christ, lapsed, 
and with it the hierarchical succession. 
For some time, however, and in these 
last years especially, a controversy has 
sprung up as to whether the sacred or- 
ders conferred according to the Edward- 
ine ordinal possessed the nature and 
effect of a sacrament; those in favor of 
the absolute validity, or of a doubtful 
validity, being not only certain Angli- 
can writers, but some few Cathclics, 
chiefly non-English. 

The consideration of the excel- 
lency of the Christian priesthood 
moved Anglican writers in this matter, 
desirous as they were that their own 
people should not lack the twofold power 
over the body of Christ. Catholic writ- 
ers were impelled by a wish to smooth 
the way for the return of Anglicans to 
holy unity. Both, indeed, thought that 
in view of studies brought up to the 
level of recent research,and of new docu- 
ments rescued from oblivion, it was not 
inopportune to re examine the question 
by our authority. And we, not disre- 
garding such desires and opinions, and, 
above all, obeying the dictates of Apos- 
tolic charity, have considered that noth- 
ing should be left untried that might in 
any way tend to preserve souls from in- 
jury or procure their advantage. 
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Section 2—Priesthood Method of Exami- 
nation. 

It has, therefore, pleased us to grac- 
iously permit the cause to be re-examined 
so that through the extreme care taken 
in the new examination all doubt, or 
even shadow of doubt, should be re- 
moved for the future. To this end we 
commissioned a certain number of men 
noted for their learning and ability, 
whose opinions in this matter were 
known to be divergent, to state the 
grounds of their judgments in writing. 
We then, having summoned them toour 
person, directed them to interchange 
writings and further to investigate and 
discuss all that was necessary for a full 
knowledge of the matter. We were care- 
ful also that they should be able to re- 
examine all documents bearing on this 
question which were known to exist in 
the Vatican archives; to search for new 
ones, and even to have at their disposal 
all acts relating to this subject which are 
preserved by the Holy Office—or, as it 

-is called, the Supreme Council—and to 
consider whatever had up to this time 
been adduced by learned men on both 
sides. We ordered them, when prepar- 
ed in this way, to meet together in spec- 
ial sessions. These, to the number of 
twelve, were held undez the presidency 
of one of the cardinals of the Holy Ro- 
man Church, appointed by ourselves, 
and all were invited to free discussion. 
Finally we directed that the acts of these 
meetings, together with all other docu- 
ments, should be submitted to our ven- 
erable brethren, the cardinals of the 
same council, so that when all had 
studied the whole subject, and discussed 
it in our presence, each might have his 
opinion. 

Section 3—Previous Decisions, Julius III. 
and Paul IV. 

This order for discussing the matter 
having been determined upon, it was 
necessary, with a view to forming a true 
estimate of the real state of the question, 





to enter upon it, after careful inquiry as 
to how the matter stood in relation to 
the prescription and settled custom of 
the Apostolic See, the origin and force 
of which custom it was undoubtedly of 
great importance to determine. For 
this reason, in the first place, the prin- 
cipal documents in which our predeces- 
sors, at the request of Queen Mary, ex- 
ercised their special care for the recon- 
ciliation of the English Church, were 
considered. Thus Julius ITI. seut Car- 
dinal Reginald Pole, an Englishman, 
and illustrious in many ways, to be his 
Legate a latere for the purpose, ‘‘ as his 
angel ot peace and love,’’ and gave him 
extraordinary and unusual mandates or 
faculties and directions for his guidance. 
These Paul IV. confirmed and explain- 
ed. And here, to interpret rightly the 
force of these documents, it is necessary 
to lay it down as a fundamental princi- 
ple that they were certainly not ntend- 
ed to deal with an abstract state of 
things, but with a specific and concrete 
issue. For since the faculties given by 
these Pontiffs of the Apostolic Legate 
had reference to England only, and to 
the state of religion therein, and since 
the rules of action were laid down by 
them at the request of the said Legate, 
they could not have been mere direct- 
ions for determining the necessary con- 
ditions for the validity of ordinations in 
general. They must pertain directly to 
providing for holy orders in the said 
kingdom, as the recognized condition of 
the circumstances and times demanded. 
This, besides being clear from the nature 
and form of the said documents, is also 
obvious from the fact that it would have 
been altogether irrelevant to thus in- 
struct the Legate—one whose learning 
had been conspicuous in the Council of 
Trent—as to the conditions necessary 
for the bestowal of the sacrament of 
orders. 

Toall rightly estimating these matters 
it will not be difficult to understand why, 
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in the letters of Julius III., issued to the 
Apostolic Legate on March 8, 1554, 
there is a distinct mention, first of those 
who, ‘‘rightly and lawfully promoted,”’ 
might be maintained in their orders ; 
and then of others who, ‘‘ not promoted 
to sacred orders,’’ might ‘ be promoted 
if they were found to be worthy and fit- 
ting subjects.’’ For itis clearly and 
definitely noted, as indeed was the case, 
that there were two classes of men: The 
first those who had really received sac- 
red orders, either before the secession of 
Henry VIII. or, if after it and by min- 
isters infected by error and schism, still 
according to the accustomed Catholic 
rite; the second, those who were initiat- 
ed according tothe Edwardine ordinal, 
who on that account could be ‘‘promot- 
ed,’’ since they had received an ordina- 
tion which was null. And that the 
mird of the Pope was this and nothing 
else is confirmed by the letter of the 
Legate (January 29, 1555), subdelegat- 
ing his faculties to the Bishop of Nor- 
wich. Moreover, what the letters of 
Julius III. themselves say about freely 
using the Pontifical faculties, even in be- 
half of those who had received their con- 
secration ‘‘minus rite and not according 
to the accustomed form of the Church,”’ 
is to be especially noted. By this ex- 
pression those only could be meant who 
had been consecrated according to the 
Edwardine rite, since besides it and the 
Catholic form there was then no other in 
Englazd. 

This becomes even still clearer when 
we consider the legation which, on the 
advice of Cardinal Pole, the sovereign 
princes, Philip and Mary, sent to the 
Pope in Rome in the month of Febru- 
ary, 1555. The royal ambassadors— 
three men, ‘‘most illustrious and endow- 
ed with every virtue,’ of whom one was 
Thomas Thirlby, Bishop of Bly—were 
charged to inform the Pope more fully 
as to the religious c dition of the coun- 
try, and especially to beg that he would 


ratify and confirm what the Legate had 
been at pains to effect, and had succeed- 
ed in effecting toward the reconciliation 
of the kingdom with the Church. For 
this purpose all the necessary written 
evidence and the pertinent parts of the 
new ordinal were submitted to the Pope. 
The legation having been splendidly re- 
ceived, and their evidence having been 
‘diligently discussed’’ by several of the 
cardinals, ‘‘ after mature deliberation,” 
Paul IV. issued his bull, Praeclara car- 
issimi, on June 20 of that same year. 
In this, while giving full force and ap- 
probation to what Pole had done, it is 
ordered in the matter of the ordinations 
as follows: ‘‘Those who have been pro- 
moted to ecclesiastical orders * * * by 
any one but by a bishop validly and law- 
fully ordained are bound to receive those 
orders again.’’ But who those bishops 
not ‘‘ validly and lawfully ordained ”’ 
were had been made sufficiently clear by 
the foregoing documents and the facul- 
ties used in the said matter by the Leg- 
ate: Those, namely, who have been ° 
promoted to the Episcopate, as others to 
other orders, ‘‘not according to the ac- 
customed form of the Church,’’ or as the 
Legate himself wrote to the Bishop of 
Norwich, ‘‘the form and intention of the 
Church’’ not having been observed. 
These were certainly those promoted ac- 
cording tothe new form of rite, to the 
examination of which the cardinals spe- 
cially deputed had given their careful 
attention. Neither should the passage 
much to the point in the same Pontifical 
letter be overlooked where, together with 
others needing dispensation, are enum- 
erated those ‘‘who had obtained as well 
orders as benefices nulliter et de facto.’’ 
For to obtain orders mu/liter means the 
same as by an act null and void—that 
is, invalid—as the very meaning of the 
word and as common parlance require. 
This is especially clear when the word 
is used in the same way about orders as 
about ‘‘ecclesiastical benefices.’’ These, 
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by the undoubted teaching of the sacred 
canons, were clearly null if given with 
any viiating defect. Moreover, when 
when some doubted as to who, accord- 
ing to the mind of the Pontiff, could be 
called, and considered bishops ‘‘ validly 
and lawfully ordained,’’ the said Pope 
shortly after, on October 30, issued fur- 
ther letters in the form of a brief, and 
said: ‘‘ We, wishing to remove the 
doubt and to opportunely provide for the 
peace of conscience of those who during 
the schism were promoted to orders, by 
expressing more clearly the mind and 
intention which we had in the aforesaid 
letters, declare that only those bishops 
and archbishops who were not ordained 
and consecrated in the form of the 
Church cannot be said to have been val- 
idly and lawfully ordained.’’ Unless 
this declaration had applied to the actual 
case in England, that is to say, to the 
Edwardine ordinal, the Pope would cer- 
tainly have done nothing by these last 
letters for the removal of doubt and the 
restoration of peace ofconscience. Fur- 
ther, it was in this sense that the Legate 
understood the documents and com- 
mands of the Apostolic See and duly 
and conscientiously obeyed them; and 
the same was done by Queen Mary and 
the rest who helped to restore Catholic- 
ism to its former state. 

Section 4—Invariable Practice of the Holy 

See. 

The authority of Julius III. and of 
Paul IV., which we have quoted, clear- 
ly shows the origin of that practice 
which has been observed without inter- 
ruption for more than three centuries, 
that ordination conferred according to 
the Edwardine right should be consid- 
ered null and void. This practice is 
fully proved by the numerous cases of 
absolute reordination according to the 
Catholic rite even in Rome. In the ob- 
servance of this practice we have a proof 
directly affecting the matter in hand. 
For if by any chance doubt should re- 


main as to the true sense in which these 
Pontifical documents are to be under- 
stood, the principle holds good that 
‘‘custom is the best interpreter of law.”’ 
Since in the Church it has ever been a 
constant and established rule that it is 


,sacreligious to repeat the sacrament or 


order, it never could have come to pass 
that the Apostolic See should have si- 
lently acquiesced and tolerated such a 
custom. But not only did tbe Apostolic 
See tolerate this practice, but approved 
and sanctioned it as often as any particu- 
lar case arose which called for its judg- 
ment in the matter. We adduce two 
facts of this kind out of many which 
have from time to time been submitted 
to the Supreme Council of the Holy Of- 
fice. The first was (in 1684) of a cer- 
tain French Calvinist, and the other (in 
1684) of John Clement Gordon, both of 
whom had received their orders accord- 
ing to the Edwardine ritual. In the 
first case, after a searching investigation, 
the consultors, not a few in number, 
gave in writing their answers—or, as 
they called it, their vo/a—and the rest 
unanimously agreed with their conclus- 
ion, ‘‘ for the invalidty of the ordina- 
tion,’’ and only on account of reasons of 
opportuneness did the cardinals deem it 
well to answer by a ‘“‘dilata’’ (viz., not 
to formulate the conclusion at the mo- 
ment). The same documents were call- 
ed into use and considered again in the 
examination of the second case, and ad- 
ditional written statements of opinion 
were also obtained from consultors, and 
the most eminent doctors of the Sorbon- 
ne and of Douai were likewise asked for 
their opinion. No safeguard which 
wisdom and prudence could suggest to 
insure the thorough sifting of the ques- 
tion was neglected. 
Section 5—Decree of Clement XI. and Its 
Importance. 

And here it is important to observe 
that although Gordon himself, whose 
case it was, and some of the consultors, 
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had adduced, among the reasons which 
went to prove the invalidty, the ordina- 
tion of Parker, according to their own 
ideas about it, in the delivery of the de- 
cision this reason was altogether set 
aside, as documents of incontestable au- 
theuticity prove. Nor, in pronouncing 
the decision, was weight given to any 
other reason than the ‘‘ defect of form 
and intention,’’ and in order that the 
judgment concerning this form might be 
more certain and complete, precaution 
was taken that a copy of the Anglican 
ordinal should be submitted to examin- 
ation, and that with it should be collat- 
ed the ordination forms gathered to- 
gether from the various Eastern and 
Western rites. Then Clement XI. him- 
self, with the unanimous vote of the car- 
dinals concerned, on the ‘‘ Feria V.,’’ 
{April 17, 1704, decreed: ‘‘ John Clem- 
ent Gordon shall be ordained from the 
beginning and unconditionally to all the 
orders, even sacred orders, and chiefly 
of priesthood, and in case he has not 
been confirmed he shall first receive the 
sacrament of confirmation.’’ It is im- 
portant to bear in mind that this judg- 
ment was in no wise determined by the 
omission of the tradition of instruments, 
for in such a case, according to the es- 
tablished custom, the direction would 
have been to repeat the ordination con- 
ditionally; and still more important it is 
to note that the judgment of the Pontiff 
applies universally to all Anglican ordi- 
nations, because, although it refers to a 
particular case, it is not based upon any 
reason special to that case, but upon the 
defect of form, which defect equally 
affects all these ordinations; so much so 


¢(The term ‘Feria V.” here used has a techni- 
cal value. Ordinary meetings of the Supreme 
Council for the ratification of decrees usually take 
place on the Wednesdays, and are marked ‘+Feria 
V.” But the special and solemn sessions which, 
in matters of graver import, are held in the pres- 
ence and under the presidency of the Pope him- 
self, who thus in a special way makes the decis- 
ions his own, take place on Thursdays, and are 
marked ** Feria V.”’) Translator’s note. 


that when similar cases subsequently 

came up for decision the same decree of 

Clement XI. was quoted as the zorma, 

Section 6—The Question Already Definitely 
Settled. 

Hence, it must be clear to every one 
that the controversy lately revived had 
been already definitely settled by the 
Apostolic See, and that it is to the in- 
sufficient knowledge of these documents 
that we must perhaps attribute the fact 
that any Catholic writer should have 
considered it still an open question. 
But, as we stated at the beginning, there 
is nothing we so deeply and ardently de- 
sire as to be of help to men of good wil 
by showing them the greatest consider- 
ation and charity. Wherefore, we or- 
dered that the Anglican ordinal, which 
is the essential point of the whole mat- 
ter, should be once more carefully ex- 
amined. 

Section 7—The Anglican Ordinal. 

In the examination of any rite for the 
effecting and administering of sacra- 
ment, distinction is rightly made be- 
tween the part which is ceremonial and 
that which is essential, usually called. 
the matter and form. All know that 
the sacraments of the new law, as sensi- 
ble and efficient signs of invisible grace, 
ought both to signify the grace which 
they effect and effect the grace which 
they signify. Although the signification 
ought to be found in the whole essential 
rite—that is to say, in the matter and 
form—it still pertains chiefly to the form, 
since the matter is the part which is not 
determined by itself, but which is de- 
termined by the form. And this appears 
still more clearly in the sacrament of or- 
ders, the matter of which, in so far as 
we have to consider it in this case, is 
the imposition of hands, which indeed 
by itself signifies nothing definite, 
and is equally used for several orders 
and for confirmation. But the words 
which until recently were commonly 
held by Anglicans to constitute the 











THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


349 





proper form of priestly ordination, nam- 
ely, ‘‘ Receive the Holy Ghost,’’ cer- 
tainly do not in the least definitely ex- 
press the sacred order of priesthood or 
its grace and power, which is chiefly the 
power ‘‘of consecrating and of offering 
the true body and blood of the Lord’’ 
(Council of Trent, Sess XXIII., de 
Sacr. Ord., Can. 1) in that sacrifice 
which is no ‘‘nude commemoration of 
the sacrifice offered on the Cross’’ (Ibid, 
Sess. X XII., de Sacrif. Missae, Can. 3). 
This form had, indeed, afterward added 
to it the words “‘ for the office and work 
of a priest,’’ ete ; but this rather shows 
that the Anglicans themselves perceived 
that the first form was defective and in- 
adequate. But even if this addition 
could give to the form its due significa- 
tion, it was introduced too late, as a 
century had already elapsed since the 
adoption ef the Edwardine ordinal, for, 
as the hierarchy had become extinct, 
there remained no power of ordaining. 
In vain has help been recently sought 
for the plea of the validity of orders 
from the other prayers of the same ordi- 
nal. For, to put aside other reasons 
which show this to be insufficient for the 
purpose in the Anglican rite, let this ar- 
gument suffice for all; from them has 
been deliberately removed whatever sets 
forth the dignity and office of the priest- 
hood in the Catholic rite. That form 
consequently cannot be considered apt 
or sufficient for the sacrament which 
omits what it ought essentially tosignify. 

The same holds good of Episcopal 
consecration. For to the formula ‘‘Re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost,’” not only were 
the words ‘‘ for the office and work of a 
bishop,’’ etc., added at a later period, 
but even these, as we shall presently 
state, must be understood in a sense 
different to that which they hear in the 
Catholic rite. Nor is anything gained 
by quoting the prayer of the preface 
‘* Almighty God,”’ since it in like man- 
ner has been stripped of the words which 





denote the summum sacerdotium. It is 
not here relevant to examine whether 
the Episcopate be a completion of the 
priesthood or an order distinct from it, 
or whether when bestowed, as. they say 
per saltum, on one who is not a priest, 
it has or has not its effect. But the 
Episcopate undoubtedly, by the institn- 
tion of Christ, most truly belongs to the 
sacrament of orders and constitutes the 
sacerdotium in the highest degree, nam- 
ely, that which by the teachings of the 
Holy Fathers and our liturgical customs 
is called the ‘‘ summum sacerdotium, 
sacri ministerit summa.’’ So it comes 
to pass that, as the sacrament of orders 
and the true sacersdotium of Christ were 
utterly eliminated from the Anglican 
rite, and hence the sacerdotium is in no 
wise conferred truly and validly in the 
Episcopal consecration of the same rite, 
for the like reason, therefore, the Epis- 
eopate can in no wise be truly and val- 
idly conferred by it ; and this the more 
so because among the first duties cf the 
Episcopate is that of ordaining ministers 
for the Holy Eucharist and sacrifice. 

Section 8—The Mind and Aim of Those Who 

Composed the Anglican Ordinal. 

For the full and accurate understand- 
ing of the Anglican ordinal, besides 
what we have noted as to some of its 
parts, there is nothing more pertinent 
than to consider carefully the circum- 
stances under which it was composed 
and publicly authorized. It would be 
tedious to enter into details, nor is it 
necessary to do so, as the history ofthat 
time is sufficiently eloquent as to the 
animus of the authors of the ordinal 
against the Catholic Church, as to the 
abettors whom they associated with 
themselves from the heterdox sects, and 
as to the end they had in view. Being 
fully cognizant of the necessary connec- 
tion between faith and worship, between 
‘* the law of believing and the law of 
praying,’’ under the pretext of return- 
ing to the primitive form, they corrupt- 
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the liturgical order in many ways to suit 
the errors of the reformers. For this 
reason in the whole ordinal not only is 
there no clear mention of the sacrifice, 
of consecration, of the sacerdotium, and 
of the power of consecrating and offer- 
ing sacrifice, but, as we have just stat- 
ed, every trace of these things, which 
had been in such prayers of the Catholic 
rite as they had not entirely rejected, 
was deliberately removed and struck 
out. In this way the native character 
—or spirit, as it is called—of the ordinal 
clearly manifests itself. Hence, if viti- 
ated in its origin, it was wholly insuffic- 
ient to confer orders, it was impossible 
that in the course of time it could become 
sufficient since no change had taken 
place. In vain those who, from the 
time of Charles I., have attempted to 
hold some kind of sacrifice or of priest- 
hood, have made some additions to the 
ordinal. In vain also has been the con 
tention of that small section of the Ang- 
lican body formed in recent times, that 
the said ordinal can be understood and 
interpreted in a sound and orthodox 
sense. Such efforts, we affirm, have 
been and are made in vain, and for this 
reason, that any words in the Anglican 
ordinal, as it now is, which lend them- 
selves to ambiguity, cannot be taken in 
the same sense as they possess in the 
Catholic rite. For once a new rite has 
been initiated in which, as we have seen, 
the sacrament of orders is adulterated or 
denied, and from which all idea of con- 
secration and sacrifice has been rejected, 
the formula, ‘* Receive the Holy Ghost,”’ 
no longer holds good; because the Spirit 
is infused into the soul with the grace of 
the sacrament, and the words, ‘‘ for the 
office and work of a priest or bishop,’’ 
and the like no longer hold good, but 
remain as words without the reality 
which Christ instituted. 

Several of the more shrewd Anglican 
interpreters of the ordinal have perceiv- 
ed the force of this argument, and they 
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openly urge it against those who take 
the ordinal in a new sense and vainly 
attach to the orders conferred thereby a 
value and efficacy which they do not 
possess. By this same argument is re- 
futed the contention of those who think 
that the prayer, ‘‘ Almighty God, giver 
of all good things,’’ which is found at 
the beginning of the ritual action, might 
suffice as a legitimate form of orders, 
even in the hypothesis that it might be 
held to be sufficient in a Catholic rite 
approved by the Church. 

Section g—Catholic Doctrine of Intention. 

With this inherent defect of form is 
joined the defect of intention, which is 
equally essential to the sacrament. The 
Church does not judge about the mind 
and intention in so far asit is something 
by its nature internal ; but in so far as 
it is manifested externally she is bound 
to judge concerning it. When any one 
has rightly and seriously made use of 
the due form andthe matter requisite 
for effecting or conferring the sacrainent, 
he is considered by the very fact to do 
what the Church does. On this principle 
rests the doctrine that a sacrament is 
truly conferred by the ministry of one 
who is a heretic or unbaptized, provided 
the Catholic rite isemployed. On the 
other hand, if the rite be changed with 
the manifest intention of introducing an- 
other rite not approved by the Church 
and of rejecting what the Church does, 
and what by the institution of Christ 
belongs to the nature of the sacrament, 
then it is clear that not only is the nec- 
essary intention wanting to the sacra- 
ment, but that the intention is adverse 
to and destructive of the sacrament. 
Section 1o—Decision of the Holy Office and 

Pope's Final Decree. 

All these matters have been long and 
carefully considered by ourselves and by 
our venerable brethren, the Judges of 
the Supreme Council, of whom it has 
pleased us to call a special meeting upon 
the ‘‘ Feria V.,’’ the 16th day of July 
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last, upon the solemnity of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel. They with one accord 
agreed that the question laid before them 
had been already adjudicated upon with 
full knowledge of the Apostolic See,and 
that this renewed discussion and exam- 
ination of the issues had only served to 
bring out more clearly the wisdom and 
accuracy with which that decision had 
been made. Nevertheless we deemed it 
well to postpone a decision in order to 
afford time, both to consider whether it 
would be fitting or expedient that we 
should make a fresh authoritative declar- 
ation upon the matter, and to humbly 
pray for a fuller measure of Divine guid- 
ance. Then, considering that this mat- 
ter of practice, although already decid- 
ed, had been by certain persons, for 
whatever reasons, recalled into discus- 
sion, and that thence it might follow 
that a pernicious error would be fostered 
in the minds of many who might sup 
pose that they possessed the sacrament 
and effects of orders, where these are no- 
wise to be found, it has seemed good to 
us in the Lord to pronounce our judg- 
ment. 

Wherefore, strictly adhering in this 
matter to the decrees of the Pontiffs, our 
predecessors, and confirriing them most 
fully, and, as it were, renewing them by 
our authority, of our own motion and 
certain knowledge we pronounce and de- 
clare that ordinations carried out accord- 
ing to the Anglican rite have been and 
are absolutely null and utterly void. 

It remains for us to say that even as 
we have entered upon the elucidation of 
this grave question in the name and in 
the love of the Great Shepherd, in the 
same we appeal to those who desire and 
seek with a sincere heart the possession 
of a hierarchy and of orders. Perhaps 
until now aiming at the greater perfection 
of Christian virtue, and searching more 
devoutly the Divine Scriptures, and re- 
doubling the fervor of their prayers, 
they have, nevertheless, hesitated in 


doubt and anxiety to follow the voice of 
Christ, which so long has interiorly ad- 
monished them. Now they see clearly 
whither He in His goodness invites them 
tocome. Inreturning to His one only 
fold they will obtain the blessings which 
they seek, and the consequent helps to 
salvation of which He has made the 
Church the dispenser, and, as it were, 
the constant guardian and promotor of 
His redemption among the nations. 
Then indeed ‘‘ they shall draw waters 
in joy from the fountains of the Sav- 
iour,’’ His wondrous. sacraments, 
whereby His faithful souls have their 
sins truly remitted, and are restored to 
the friendship of God, are nourished and 
strengthened by the heavenly bread, 
and abound with the most powerful aids 
for their eternal salvation. May the 
God of peace, the God of all consolation, 
in His infinite tenderness enrich and fill 
with all these blessings those who truly 
yearn for them. We wish to direct our 
exhortations and our desires in a special 
way to those who are ministers of re- 
ligion in their respective communities. 
They are men who from their very office 
take precedence in learning and author- 
ity, and who have at heart the glory of 
God and the salvation of souls. Let 
them be the first in joyfully submitting 
to the divine call, and obey it and fur- 
nish a glorious example to others. As- 
suredly with an exceeding great joy 
their mother, the Church, will welcome 
them and will cherish with all her love 
and care those whom the strength of 
their generous souls has, amid :nany 
trials and difficulties, led back to her 
bosom. Nor could words express the 
recognition which this devoted courage 
will win for them from the assemblies 
of the brethren throughout the Catholic 
world, or what hope or confidence it 
will merit for them before Christ as their 
judge, or what reward it will obtain from 
Him in the heavenly kingdom! And 
we, ourselves in every lawful way shall 
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continue to promote their reconciliation 
with the Church, in which individuals 
and masses, as we ardently desire, may 
find so much for their imitation. In the 
mean time, by the tender mercy of the 
Lord our God, we ask and beseech all 
to strive faithfully to follow in the open 
path of the divine grace and truth. 

We decree that these letters, and of 
all things contained therein, shall not be 
liable at any time to be impugned or ob- 
jected to by reason of fault or any other 
defect whatsoever of subreption or ob- 
reption or of our intention, but are and 
shall be always valid and in force, and 
shall be inviolably observed both jurid- 
ically and otherwise, by all of whatso- 
ever degree and pre-eminence; declaring 
null and void anything which in these 
matters may happen to be contrariwise 
attempted, whether wittingly or unwit- 
tingly, by any person whatsoever by 
whatsoever authority or pretext, all 
things to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 

We will that there shall be given to 
copies of these letters, even printed, 
provided that they be signed by a notary 
and sealed by a person constituted in 
ecclesiastical dignity, the same credence 
that would be given to the expression 
of our will or by the showing of these 
presents. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, in the 
year of the incarnation of our Lord, one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-six, 
on the Ides of September in the nine- 
teenth year of our Pontificate. 


C. CARD. DE RUGGIERO. 


A. Card Bianchi, 
Pro- Datarius. 
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I. CUGNONI 


SERVICES AT CHRIST’S MISSION. 

These services have been most inter- 
esting during the month. Roman Ca- 
tholics have been converted at every 
meeting, and Protestants have been edi- 
fied. Pastor O’Connor preached every 
Sunday, and while the divisions in the 
ranks of the Roman hierarchy, the over- 
throw of the ‘‘ liberal ’’ Catholics, and 
the triumphs of the Jesuits have been 
commented on, the Gospel of the Son of 
God has been the principal theme. The 
New York Herald of October 5 gave a 
long report of the service the previous 
Sunday, and again in its issue of October 
12 it referred to the meeting of October 
11. This is a hopeful sign of the times, 
as it is not long since the Hera/d permit- 
ted the Jesuitical party to vent their spite 
against Christ’s Mission in its pages. 

At the service on October 25 one of the 
most dramatic incidents in the history 
of the work of the Mission occurred 
when, after the congregation had been 
dismissed and a dozen friends remained 
for the after meeting, a young lady of 
the highest intelligence approached Pas- 
tor O’Connor and said : ‘‘ I was an in- 
fidel when I came into this meeting to- 
night. I have been so disgusted with 
the Roman Catholic Church—the church 
of my tathers—that I have not been in- 
side a church for many years. I was 
educated in a convent, and my inter+ 
course with priests and nuns made me 
an infidel. To-night, for the first time 
in my life, I heard the Gospel of Christ, 
and I accept it. I now believe in Jesus 
my Saviour and I will trust Him for 
my salvation. Until now I have been 
cursing the priests and their corrupt 
Church, though my father died on the 
scaffold for the Roman Church and the 
cause of Ireland, and they have requiem 
masses every year for his soul. I am 
the daughter of the Irish martyr ——.”’ 

The hearts of those present were 
deeply stirred by the intensity of her 
expression, and as she mentioned her 
father’s name exclamations cf surprise 
and joy burst from the lips of every one. 
Welcoming hands and loving hearts 
were extended to the dear lady, and all 
gave thanks to God for His wonderful 
mercy in bringing out of darkness into 
light this representative of a family 
whose name is a household word in Ire- 
land and America. 





